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Unless otherwise noted, meetings will be held the first 


Tuesday of each month, at the offices of Carnegie Group 


meeting begins at 8:15. 


@.. Five PPG Place, Downtown. Conversation at 7:30 p.m., 


September 4, 1989 
“Tokens of the Era of George III" 


Glenn Otterman 


October 3, 1989 


“Attributing U.S. Large Cents" Harry Colborn 


November 7, 1989 
Social Meeting 
Location to be Announced 


Guest Speaker: James E. King, Director 
The Carnegie Museum of Natural History 
“The Carnegie, Past, Present and Future" 


December 5, 1989 


“Elephants in Numismatics" Jerry Porter 


January 2, 1990 


“The First Philadelphia Mint" Wayne Homren 


February 6, 1990 
“William Wyon and the Penny Black" 


April 3, 1990 


ee 
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May 1, 1990 
"Coin Grading Seminar" 


June 5, 1990 
Annual Business Meeting 


July 3, 1990 
“Military Payment Certificates" 


August 7, 1990 


“Enameled Coins" 


The Program Committee urges you to bring recent 


acquisitions or any other articles of numismatic interest for 
display at the meetings. Particularly welcome are exhibits 
related to the current program topic. 


* Nevin Greninger 


March 6, 1990 


AL SECA ; Bring a Guest! 
“Numismatic Equestrians" g 


John Nelson 
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DATE: Tuesday, May 1, 1990 

TIME: 7:30 PM, Meeting starts at 8:00 PM. 

WHERE : Carnegie Group Offices, Five PPG Place, Fifth Ave. & Market St. 
PROGRAM: Coin ha OAES Seminar, by Ed Krivoniak. 


There was another fine turn-out at the April meeting, at the Carnegie 
Museum Annex, with 17 members and two guests(Sam Deep & Brad Shiff) present. 
Wayne Homren introduced our host, James Richardson, and then presented 8 

program on the First Philadelphia Mint with a scholarly paper and a "pop" 
quiz. Coins from the first Philadelphia mint were made available from the 
museum collection for observation and grading. 


WPNS TAX STATUS-----. 
Chuck Erb and Dick Gaetano were able to locate the Petean with the IRS 
Tax Number(U.S.I.R. 25-152597). They suggested keeping a copy with the 
bankbook; also copies should be sent with information requested by the 
IRS, from John Burns, treasurer. Jerry Porter suggested perhaps the tax 
number could be incorporated inte the new letterhead. 


~-~=-NOMINATING COMMITTEE---- 
A committee was formed to nominate officers for the coming year. 
Appointed were Chuck Erb, Chairman, Larry Dziubek and Rich Cresby. 


---~ MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE---- 

Larry Dziubek reports the application for nenihevabio for Ralph ieriex 
will be presented to be voted on at the May meeting. Ralph is a collector 
of ancients with emphasis on Roman Imperial. . Also Wayne Homren presented a 
letter of recommendation for Michael Homza at the last meeting. Mike is a 
specialist in the minor coinage ef Czarist Russia. 


W. McCook Miller, 78, a WPNS member since 1979 passed away eer 

April 7. Mr. Miller was a founding partner in the law firm of Kirkpatrick 

and Lockhart. am COIN WORLD | 
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Cartoon first shown in WPNS Newsletter, Feb. 25, 1980 || => : | 
Excerpt from Numismatist, May, 190 arming Bi 
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WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA NU hatha SOCIFTY—April 2. President Hall 
in the chair. Eleven members were prese 

Mr. Eastwood presented the story of Banatian tokens and displayed represen- 
Ca xhikite : foll 

t were as follows: - 

Mr. Woodside: About 40 cetnk of the Dutch East Indies; 23 Canadian tokens and 

restrikes. 


Mr. Scaife: Six pop rpuiatad and proof patterns of U. S. half dollars, A.-W. Nos 
294, 296 a18, 377, 439 and 495; eight coins of the vk of Man; New York Yesunhs 
olumbla cent; thick silver tical of oe 1847 
Mr. Eastwood: Tray of Canadian token 
Mr. Hall: Transportation = of Bicakten and Darlington en Balti- 
more and Ohio Railroad Company, Delawure and Hudson Co ny, and the 
French Line i medals’ picturing the Normandie, the Ville. D’Alger and 
bis Champlain 
Mr. Bullions: Complete set of proof half dollars, 1858 to 1939 inclusive. 
tiv ou ede: Meietety of ae ae op Tecan, set of Panama-Pacific commemo- d d 
ratives in original case; set of coins of Iceland; several $10 U. S. notes. se and’s den—he’s 
Mr. Coatsworth: Coins of Italy; betes? early U. S. _— coins; uncirculated And this is my husb 4 
Standing Liberty quarters, Type I, 1916, 1917-P, S and D probablv looking through his gold coins 


Minutes, WPNS meeting, May 1, 1990 


The meeting was called to order at 8:10 PM by President Murdoch. 
The minutes of the April 3 meeting were read and approved. 


Treasurers report: John Burns. April balance was correct. 


Balance, May 25, $2952.1h. 


President Murdoch advised the Treasurers Report will be filed for audit. 


Membership Committee: Larry Dziubek advised that Mike Homza's application 


for membership has been received! Mike is being sponsored by Wayne Homren. 
A vote was taken on the membership of Ralph Ruggiero. It was positive and 
we all welcome Ralph as a new member; he will prove to be an asset to 

the club. Wayne Homren actually introduced Ralph to the society. Favor- 
able comments were made by Wayne, John Burns and Jerry Porter. 


Publicity and Publications Committees: Nothing to report. 


Nominating Committee: Chuck Erb, Chairman presented the following slate 


of officers for the upcoming year 1990-91: President-Wayne Homren, 
Vice~President-Jerry Porter, Secretary-Eileen Kelly, Treasurer-John Burns, 
Curator-Dick Gaetano. All above have consented to serve if elected. 

The only additional name put in nomination was Ed Krivoniak for Vice- 
President by Larry Korchnak, seconded by Ted Shiff. All above names to 

be published in the newsletter to be voted on at the June business meeting. 
Stationary Committee: Wayne Homren passed around examples of the stationary 
decided upon by the committee. He has ordered 1000 sheets and 500 enve- 
lopes at a cost of $250.22. John Burns moved and Jerry Porter seconded 

the payment of this amount to Wayne. 

Dick Buckley advised Ray Rennick is at home recouperating from open- 

heart surgery. Cards can be sent to him at 217 Tea Rose Drive, Natrona 


Heights, Pa., 15065. 


Wayne Homren introduced Ed Krivoniak as the speaker. Ed presented a 

coin grading seminar which was very well donewith spirited discussion. 
Larry Korchnak advised no response to date on the ANA life membership. 

He will meet again with the committee to discuss further means of disposal. 


He would like to see it go to a WPNS member even if it means disposing of 


it at a lower dollar figure. 


Armor Murdoch advised that the by-laws state that the President, Secretary, 


Treasurer and Curator will present written reports for the year 1989-90 
at the June business meeting. 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 PM. John Burns made the motion and 


Chuck Erb seconded it. 
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: W. McCook Miller 


W.M. Miller. 
was a founder 


of city law firm 


W. McCook Miller, 78, a founding 
partner of Kirkpatrick & Lockhart, 
died of cancer Saturday in Mercy 
Hospital. 

Mr. Miller of Pitcairn Place, Sha- 
dyside, was senior counsel to the 
Downtown law firm for the past 
several years. During World War II, 
Mr. Miller, a native of Pittsburgh, 
was a lieutenant in the Navy. 

From 1964 to 1967, Mr. Miller 
was president of the board of trust- 
ees of Mercy Hospital. During that 
time, he served on the executive 
committee of the Allegheny Trails 
Council of the Boy Scouts of America 
and as secretary and director of the 
National Flag Foundation of 
Pittsburgh. 

Mr. Miller was a member of the 
Duquesne Club, the Fox Chapel Golf 
Club, the Pittsburgh Golf Club and 
the Harvard-Yale-Princeton Club. 

Surviving are his wife, Margaret 
Berger Miller; two sons, W. McCook 
Jr. and George B., both of the East 
End; two daughters, Margaret M. 
Douglas of Campbellville, Ontario, 
and Katherine M. Thomas of Fox 
Chapel; six grandchildren; and a 
brother, William J. Miller of Watch 
Hill, RI. 

Friends may call from 4 to 7 p.m. 
today in H. Samson Inc., 537 N. 
Neville St., Oakland. A Mass will be 
Said at 11 a.m. tomorrow in St. Paul 
Cathedral, Oakland. Interment will 
be private. 


Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Monday, April 9, 1990 


The Pittsburgh Press, April 8, 1990 


~W. McCook Miller’ 
» “W. McCook Miller, 78, a founding - 
partner in the law firm of Kirkpat- 
rick & Lockhart, died yesterday of 
-cancer at Mercy. Hospital. 
« He lived in Shadyside and served 
” as senior counsel to the firm for the 
past several years. ~ 
“Y WHe was a.1932 graduate of Yale. 
; leg duate of the 
~-Universi h School of 
d served 
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p em 
and--community ¢ nizations, he 
served as president ofthe board of 
trustees of Mercy Hospital, from 
1964 to 1967, He also served on the 
executive committee of the Alleghe- 
ny Trails Council of the Boy Scouts 
of America and as secretary and 
director of the National Flag -Foun- 
dation... vo4 
Mr. Miller was a member of the 
Duquesne Club, the Fox Chapel Golf 
‘Club, the Pittsburgh Golf Club and 
the Harvard-Yale- rinceton Club. 
Surviving are his wife, Margaret, 
two sons, W. McCook Jr. and George 
B., both of the East End; two daugh- 
ters, Margaret M. Douglas of Camp- 
bellville, Ontario, and therine M.: 
Thomas of Fox Cha 1;:a brother, 
_ William J. of Watch Hill, R. I, and 
six grandchildren. gk 
+ Friends are being received from 4 
to.7 p.m. tomorrow at H. Samson 
‘Inc., 537 N. Neville St., Oakland. 
A mass of Christian burial will be 
offered at 11 a.m. Tuesday in St. 
Paul Cathedral, Oakland. 
___Burial will be private. 


Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
Informational Questionaire for 
Consideration of New Members 


1. According to your application for membership you listed your area 
of expertise as Ancient Coins 


eeeeoeeeeeeeenseeeeeeeeeeenree 


Why do you like to collect this area of Numismatics? 


I have always been fascinated with antiquity. My academic background is in 

Latin and Greek language literature and history. I find it satisfying to 

relate the rich numismatic treasures of the ancient world with classical 

literature. I find that the numismatic pursuit makes reading the 

history and literature of ancient times come alive with the illustrations 
Zs Cheng Beup Bre of ghis sans or ti ae 2 program that you would 

present at a W.P.N.S. meeting. 

The relationship between Augustan Propaganda as illustrated in the 

literature and on the coins of the imperial period. 


3. Do you plan to take an active part in attending of meetings, and 
work on any project or committee? Which? I will make myself 
available in any way I can to further the aims of the organization. 


4, Why are you motivated to join W.P.N.S.? What do you hope to get 
from, or give to your association? 
I believe that knowledge and fellowship should be shared in common interests; 
I believe that W.P.N.S. is an excellent forum for the exchange of information 
on numismatics which will increase one's appreciation of the hobby. 


5. What constructive comments could you make concerning the 
improving of the organization? I believe that the organization should become 
better known by working with local educational and civic organizations, by 
holding lectures, meetings and coin-related activities to further advance 
the knowledge and appreciation of the hobby. 


6. Prior to your final consideration as a candidate for membership 
in the W.P.N.S., is there anything that you wish to add that 
might enhance the prospect of your acceptance to the Society? 
I intend to consistently increase my knowledge of numismatics and to share 
with my fellow collectors our mutual interest in numismatics. I believe 
that I can learn much from other members in enhancing my appreciation 
of this hobby. 


WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
PITTSBURGH, PENNA. 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 


(Please Print) 
0 SA ae 


I hereby apply for membership in the Western Pennsylvania 
Numismatic Society, and agree if elected to abide by the Society’s 
rules and by-laws. 


RALPH J. RUGGIERO 


Name 


Address 50 = A Bi es lee St ree ee 
Pittsburgh, PA 1520/7 Hiinne 391-1697 


Business_ Attorne Position 


Business Address___1035 Fifth Ave., Pgh., PA 15219 ss 


Age___ 37 __. I have been interested in numismatics for / years, and m 
& y y 


present field of interest is__.amcient coins. 00 


I am now a member of the following numismatic or other avocational organ- 


izations (Name in full) American Numismatic Association 


The sum of $______ is attached, covering initiation fee and dues for 19__-19__. 


Date Mar © 10 fo 


. aight Meas “ID 


FOR USE OF THE (Signature of Applicant) 


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 


As a member in good standing of the W. P. N. S., 
I endorse the above applicant for membership and 
enclose herewith a letter of recommendation. 


(Signature of Sponsor) 
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Tuesday, April 3, 1990 
TIME: 7230 to 8:00- PM, © : 
WHERE: Carnegie Museum Annex; 5800 Baum Blvd. 
PROGRAM: The First. Philadelphia Mint, by Wayne Homren. 


A 


Please note above change of location for the April meeting,(see enclosed. 
map). The only identification on the building is the # 5800 on the front. 
Door on right side is entry; ring bell for admittance. Some of the .group 
will meet for dinner at 6:00 PM at. Jimmy Tsang's,(also on Map) (Ate wvrree) . 


Dick Gaetano reports he talked to a friend who is a tax consultant and 
was told that we should apply for an exemption. Chuck Erb advised there is 
a letter in the archives regarding this. Dick will look for the letter and 
we will discuss it further. Don Carlucci says you have to prove that you 
are a non-profit and an educational organization. 


- =--TOPICAL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY---. 

Jerry Porter mentioned correspondence from Mr. Dennis Rainey, a retired 
Biology proffessor at a California University who is interested in starting 
such a society. Mr. Rainey writes the"critér's corner"in World Coin News. 
He has put out an initial newsletter which was passed around at the March 
meeting to sound out interest in such a club. © 


Wayne Homren and Dick Buckley have discussed this with Jim Richardson 
who is interested in doing it again. They will try to set a date in May. 


‘Another ‘good turnout at the March meeting with 19 members and two 
guests(Mike Homza & Ralph. Ruggiero). John Nelson gave a very interesting 
program on Numismatic Equestrians. 
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Minutes, WPNS meeting, April 3, 1990 


The meeting was called to order at 8:00 PM by President Murdoch. 
The minutes of the March 6 meeting were read and approved. 
Treasurers report: John Burns, Balance- $2970.36+% 


(*Does not include checks written that were damaged prior to disperse- 


ment. Actual corrected balance to be read at the next meeting.) 


Old Business: Tax Number, Chuck Erb & Dick Gaetano found the original 


letter with tax number as follows: U.S.I.R. 25-1452597. Copy of this 
letter and IRS correspondence will be sent to the IRS along with informa- 
tion they requested of the treasurer, John Burns. Chuck Erb suggested 
that the tax information letter should be kept with, (attached to), the 
bank book so it would be available when needed. Jerry Porter suggested 


New 
also that perhaps it could be included in theVletterhead, as PAN does. 


Nominating Committee: Pres. Murdoch advised that the April meeting was 


the appropriate time to select a nominating committee for officers for 

the coming year. Chuck Erb was selected chairman and also Larry Dziubek 
and Rich Crosby. 

New Business: Wayne Homren presented a new "sign-up" sheet as suggested 

by Pat McBride. In addition to Members & Visitors names it has space to 
write in exhibits; (it will save the secretary's writing arm). He provided 


a supply for immediate use. 


Membership Committee: Larry Dziubek read the application for membership 


for Ralph Ruggiero. His main numismatic interests are ancient coins and 
antiquitys with emphasis on Roman Imperial issues. 

Wayne Homren fa ake around prototypes of the new letterhead. 

John Burns offered a supply of PAN show flyers and dealer applications. 
Recognized were Brad Shiff by his father, Ted, and also Sam Deep. 


Wayne Homren introduced wm3®. James Richardson, our host at the Annex, 


(2) 


and then proceeded into his program, The First Philadelphia Mint. He 
presented a paper and a "pop" quiz to highlight the talk. Selected coins 
from the 1st Philadelphia Mint were made available from the Carnegie 


Museum collection for observation and grading. 


Motion was made,by Harry Colborn & seconded by Chuck Erb, to adjourn the 


meeting at 9:20 PM. 


P.S. For the record, there was a change of meeting location for this 


meeting from 5 PPG Place to The Museum Annex, 5800 Baum Blvd. 
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The First Philadelphia Mint 


By Wayne K. Homren 


Presented on April 3, 1990, to the 
Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society, 
ittsburgh, PA. 


In 1911, workmen in Philadelphia began dismantling a century-old building on Seventh Street, near the 
intersection of Arch. The city was bustling, and the march of progress would not be stopped by the timeworn 
Structure, one of thousands of such construction throughout the city. The old building had once played a key 
role in shaping the fledgling nation. And now, it was being razed to make way for a more modern structure. 


The first occupants of the building would have marveled at the remarkable changes in the nation over the 
years. It was constructed in 1792, when the population of the country was just 4 million. Philadelphia had just 
30,000 inhabitants. The building was the first public structure erected by the government of the United States 
of America: The United States Mint. 


Planning a Nation’s Coinage 

There were many good reasons for a minting facility to be given such a high priority by the new government. 
Sound coinage was in very short supply. Citizens and merchants were making do with a ragtag assortment of 
coins and tokens issued by various foreign governments, states, and private minters. Accounts were kept in 
the English system of pounds, shillings, and pence. The young nation desperately needed a sound monetary 
system on which to base its economy. It also wanted a coinage system it could call its own, for issuing 
coinage had been a recognized act of sovereignty for thousands of years. 


In the preceeding years several proposals had been put forth for a new coinage system. Robert Morris 
suggested a system based on a value equivalent to one grain of silver, which resulted in the odd basal value 
of 1/440. Morris’ denominations were called the Bit, Quint, and Mark, and these translated easily into the 
Spanish silver pieces so common in circulation at the time. Another proposal, put forth by Thomas Jefferson, 
was finally adopted. Jefferson’s system was based on decimal units. The basal value was the cent or 1/100 
of the dollar unit. 


On March 3, 1791, Congress passed a resolution calling for the establishment of a mint. The law contained 
little detail, and while preparations continued, construction of the mint was delayed for several months. In his 
annual report on October 25, 1791, President Washington urged immediate action. 


The disorders in the existing currency, and especially the scarcity of small change, a scarcity so peculiarly 
distressing to the poorer classes, strongly recommend the carrying into immediate effect the resolution already 
entered into concerning the establishment of a Mint. Measures have been taken pursuant to that resolution for 
procuring some of the necessary artists, together with the requisite apparatus. 


On April 2nd, 1792, Congress passed more detailed legislation calling for the establishment of the Mint. 
The building was to be located in Philadelphia, which at the time was still the seat of the federal government. 
The Act spelled out the duties and salaries of the various officers of the Mint. It called for the production of the 
following denominations of coins: 


in the Mint Act of April 2nd, 1792 
Eagle 
Half Eagle 
Quarter Eagle 
Silver Dollar or unit 
Half Dollar 
Quarter Dollar 
Disme 
Half Disme 
Copper Cent 
Half Cent 


Building a Mint 

On April 14th, 1792, President Washington appointed David Rittenhouse as the first Director of the 
Philadelphia Mint. Rittenhouse was one of America’s most prominent scientists. Although he was 60 years 
old and in failing health, he accepted the task and began making the mint a reality. Two adjacent lots on 
Seventh Street (nos. 37 and 39) were purchased for $4,000, along with an abutting lot at 631 Filbert Street. At 
the time of their purchase, the lots contained a tenement building and a vacant distillery. 


Rittenhouse corresponded with Washington and Jefferson as he went about the task of building and staffing 
the new mint. One of the first men hired was Chief Coiner Henry Voigt. Voigt was employed only on a 
temporary basis. He was a skilled mechanic and watch maker. Rittenhouse continued to search for a more 
qualified coiner; he had his eye on Jean Pierre Droz of Paris. 


The 1792 Half Disme 

Although the Mint building would not be ready for occupancy until December, Rittenhouse and Voigt got on 
with their work in temporary facilities nearby. The first striking of coinage under the Constitution of the United 
States took place on July 13th, 1792, on a coin press in the basement of a saw mill at Sixth and Cherry 
Streets. The mill was owned by John Harper, an experienced coiner who had struck New Jersey coppers in 
the 1780's. These first Federal coins were the 1792 Half Dismes. The dies were prepared by Robert Birch, 
and some have speculated that the portrait represents Martha Washington. 


The coins were struck at the request of President Washington, and were probably not meant for general 
circulation. The silver for the coins was provided by Washington himself, and it is said to have consisted of a 
large setting of sterling silver tableware. About 1500 pieces were struck and delivered to Thomas Jefferson, 
who noted their receipt in his daily journal. He later gave the pieces to President Washington. Many of these 
were used as presentation pieces, given to friends in both Europe and America. Many eventually entered 
circulation. 


The Mint Opens 

Henry Voigt was put in charge of the workmen building the mint. On July 19th, they began to dismantle the 
old distillery. On July 30th, Rittenhouse placed the foundation stone. In celebration, he purchased punch for 
the workmen with a dollar derived from the sale of the distillery rubble. The work proceeded throughout the 
summer, and by September 7th the building was ready for the installation of its furnace and bellows. 


The Mint actually consisted of several buildings, the largest of which was a double house of brick 
construction on Seventh Street. It stood three stories high, and was 37 feet wide. It extended back only 
thirty-three feet. The vaults were in the basement. On the first floor were the deposit and weighing rooms, 
and the press room where gold coins were struck. A dark, winding stairway connected the upper floors of 
Offices. 


Across a small paved yard was a frame house containing the horse mill for the rolling machines. There 
were four buildings on the back lot. The lower levels of each house contained coin presses, where most of the 
Mint’s silver and copper coins were struck. 


In 1793, a watchdog named Nero was purchased for $3.00. He accompanied the night watchman on his 
hourly rounds. The watchman would ring a bell at regular intervals to let the city know its mint was safe. 


Visiting the Mint 
In 1893 a gentlemen named George Sellers published his recollections of the first mint, which he grew up 
nearby, and visited as a boy in 1812. 


In a rear room, facing the alley, with a large, low-down window opening into it, a fly press stood; that is a 
screw-coining press used for striking the old copper cents. Through this window the passersby could readily see 
the bare-armed vigorous men swinging the heavy end-weighted balance lever that drove the screw with sufficient 
force so that by the momentum of the weighted ends this quick-threaded screw had the power to impress the 
blank and thus coin each piece. They could see the rebound or recoil of these end weights as they struck a 
heavy wooden spring beam, driving the lever back to the man that worked it; they could hear the clanking of the 
chain that checked it at the right point to prevent its striking a man, all framing a picture very likely to leave a 
lasting impression... 


| stood on tip-toe with my nose resting on the iron bar placed across the open window of the coining room to 
keep out intruders, watching the men swing the levers of the fly press; it must have been about noon, for Mr. 
Eckfeldt came into the room, watch in hand, and gave a signal to the men who stopped work. Seeing me 
peering over the bar, he took me by the arms and lifted me over it. Setting me down by the coining press, he 
asked me if | did not want to make a cent, at the same time stopping the men who had put on their jackets to 
leave the room. He put a blank planchet into my hand, showed me how to drop it in, and where to place my hand 
to catch it as it came out; the level and weights were swung, and | caught the penny,...but | at once dropped it. 
Mr. Eckfeldt laughed and asked why | dropped it. Because it was hot and | feared it would burn me. 


Copper Coinage 

On September 11th, 1792, Voigt made the first purchase of copper for the Mint. A total of six pounds was 
acquired , at the price of one shilling three pence per pound. The first coins struck for general circulation were 
the cents and half cents of 1793. Henry Voigt is credited with the design of the famous 1793 Chain Cents. 
The reverse of these coins features a circular chain representing the United States. There are two major 
varieties: one with "AMERICA" fully spelled out, and the other abbreviated "AMERI." 


Voigt’s design was greatly criticized, and production was halted after just three months. It was replaced by 
the Wreath cent, designed by Adam Eckfeldt. The 1793 Liberty Cap Half Cent design has also been attributed 
to him. Eckfeldt’s Wreath Cent obverse was also the subject of criticism, and it was replaced later in 1793 by 
Joseph Wright's Liberty Cap design. This was the only coin ever designed by Wright, the Mint’s first Chief 
Engraver. He was appointed in August, 1793, but died the following month of yellow fever. 


Wright was succeeded by Robert Scot, an English-born engraver. Scot had been a watchmaker like Voigt, 
and had engraved plates for the printing of colonial paper money. Scot made the next change to the cent in 
1796 when his Draped Bust design appeared. 


Precious Metal Coinage 

While Congress provided funds for purchasing copper, the mint had no budget for purchasing precious 
metal. It depended soley on deposits to provide metal for coinage. In July, 1794, the mint recorded its first 
deposit of precious metal. The Bank of Maryland delivered a shipment of French silver coins valued at 
$80,715.735. 


The production of silver coinage commenced on October 15, 1794, with the striking of America’s first silver 
dollar. Later that year coining of half dollars and half dimes began. All three coins bore Robert Scot's Flowing 
Hair design. In 1795 Scot created the Draped Bust design for silver coinage. 


On February 12, 1795 a Boston merchant named Moses Brown made the first deposit of gold at the mint, in 
the form of ingots worth $2,276.22. 


Due to failing health, Rittenhouse stepped down as Director of the Mint in June 1795. He was replaced by 
Henry William de Saussere of South Carolina. During de Saussere’s tenure were struck the first gold coins of 
the Federal Government. On July 31, 1795, the Mint delivered 744 gold half eagles. These were also 
designed by Chief Engraver Robert Scot. By September eagles were being struck as well. 


Mint Troubles 

In October, 1795, Elias Boudinot of New Jersey became the third Director of the U.S. Mint. Boudinot was a 
Revolutionary War patriot, and a prominent lawyer. He served as a member of the Continental Congress, and 
signed the peace treaty with Great Britain. Boudinot served until his retirement in 1805. 


One major problem confronted by Boudinot was the annual occurence of yellow fever which affected the 
entire city of Philadelphia. Elaborate procedures were set up for closing, securing, and reopening the Mint, 
which closed its doors in the summer and fall of 1797-1799, and again in 1802-1804. 


Because the Congress had incorrectly valued U.S coinage, its early coins were regularly exported by 
profiteers. For example, the silver dollars were shipped to the West Indes, where they were exchanged for the 
heavier Spanish dollars, which were then sent to the Mint for recoining into more silver dollars. As a result of 
this florishing trade, Director Boudinot suspended the coinage of silver dollars and gold eagles in 1804. 


In 1807, John Reich was hired as an Assistant Engraver to Robert Scot. Essentially, Reich replaced Scot 
and redesigned and engraved every denomination of coin then being struck. Dissatisfied with his position and 
salary as just an Assistant, he resigned in 1817. Robert Scot continued as Chief Engraver until his death in 
1823. 


In 1816 fire struck the mill house and the adjoining building. The mill house was completely destroyed and 
was later replaced by a new brick building. Since the mint purchased its cent planchets from outside 
suppliers, this was the only coin that could be produced in 1816. After 1816, all of the mint’s smelting 
operations were done elsewhere. 


The End of the Mint 

By the 1820's the mint had long outgrown its first building. Coins were still being struck by hand because 
the available modern machinery required more space than was available in the cramped quarters on Seventh 
Street. On March 2, 1829 Congress authorized the creation of a new mint. A site was chosen at the corner of 
Chestnut and Juniper streets, and the second mint opened in January, 1833. During that year, machinery was 
moved from the first mint building. When finally emptied, the buildings and property of the First United States 
Mint were sold at auction. They realized $10,100. 


Thus ended the pioneering era of coinage in the United States. The artifacts manufactured within the walls 
of the first Philadelphia Mint represent the first official production of coinage for circulation in the United States 
of America. These coins, like the coins of every civilization thoughout history, remain as tangible reminders of 
a nearly-forgotten past. The building and its inhabitants are gone, but their handiwork remains. These little 
pieces of metal will carry on the memories of the first Philadelphia Mint. 
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Selected Coinage of the First Philadelphia Mint 
from the collection of 
The Carnegie Museum of Natural History 
Pittsburgh, PA 


Half Disme Robert Birch 


Chain Cent, AMERI. Variety Henry Voigt 
Chain Cent, AMERICA Variety | Henry Voigt 
Flowing Hair Cent Adam Eckfeldt 
Liberty Cap Cent Joseph Wright 
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Draped Bust Cent 
Half Dime 

Half Dollar 

Dollar 

Half Eagle 

Eagle 


‘| Quarter Eagle 


Eagle 

Half Eagle 

Half Eagle 

Half Eagle 

Classic Head Cent 


Coronet Head Cent 


Robert Scot 
Robert Scot 
Robert Scot 
Robert Scot 
Robert Scot 
Robert Scot 
Robert Scot 
Robert Scot 
John Reich 
John Reich 
John Reich 
John Reich 
Robert Scot 


A First Philadelphia Mint Quiz 


. Who proposed the Mark, Bit, and Quint as denominations for U.S. coinage? Koo err V4aefes 5 

. Who proposed the decimal system for U.S. coinage? TOS. TEeFE/CESo nJ 

. What were the gold coin denominations called for in the Mint Act of April 2, 1792? Po oe a 
ae ro et jet or eo od 

. Who was the first Director of the Mint? DAvin Ki 77en Hoor€ 

. Who were the second and third Directors of the Mint? 

. Who prepared the dies for the 1792 Half Disme? __ nN ha az Syec /7 

. What was the name of the Mint’s first watchdog? NELO 

. Who was the Mint’s first Chief Engraver? Jo aS Lai G YA 


. What was the only coin he ever designed? / 93 tis C9? ’ 


. In what year was the first Mint struck by fire? J ¢ / b 


. What was the only coin minted that year? / g 


. What was the last year of operation for the first Philadelphia Mint? LS cy 


Wayne K. Homren 
1027 King Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206 
April 3, 1990 


Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
Box 23404 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 


Gentlemen: 


| would like to reccomend Michael Homza to the Membership Committee. | know him only through his 
recent visits to our meetings, but | feel he is qualified for consideration as a future member of WPNS. 
Like many WPNS members, Michael is a specialist. His main interest is the minor coinage of Czarist 
Russia, including wire money. He has built an extensive library of books on the history of that era, and 
is very well versed in the subject. He is also a member of the Russian Numismatic Society. 


Michael has been a coin collector from an early age, and is known to many of our members through 
his memberships in other local clubs. In addition to his specialty in Russian coinage, he collects U.S. 
type coins and early U.S. coppers by date and variety. He has been a regular and enthusiastic visitor 
to our meetings, and is very interested in becoming a member. Please give his application due 
consideration. 


Sincerely, 


UJ eee K, tli, 


Wayne K. Homren 
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Peeaed 


Ferencz Jozsef Arpad 
1896 A.D. 896 A.D. 


Hungary Millennium Korona, 23mm (2.2x) 


Presented 

to the 
Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 6 March 1990 


FOREWORD 


My paper and slides tonight on Numismatic Equestrians 


were originally presented to WPNS at its 6 October 196 


meeting. Since that time, many deserving riders have 
appeared as new designs on coins or medals, but none of 


those equestrians will be covered tonight. 


In the three decades since its initiation, my numismatic 
equestrian collection developed, peaked and declined. 
Over the years many riders moved to other stables, many 
_being some distance from Pittsburgh. My succeeding and 
prime interest shifted to the coinage of the Kingdom of 
Sweden, and was to a large degree responsible for the 


departure of many of the riders. 


The few dozen stalwart horses and their riders who stayed 
with me over those years are here tonight for your study 


following my presentation. 


NUMISMATIC EQUESTRIANS 
by John A. Nelson 
Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
A numismatic equestrian may be defined as the representation on numis- 

matic material of a horse and its rider. A collection with this theme is 
among the most interesting of topical choices possible, and can be of a 
strict or a liberal definition of an equestrian. Equestrian, by defini- 
tion is "one who rides on horseback", This could be used to determine the 
criterion for admitting a piece to a collection, but if used, it would pre- 
clude those interesting pieces featuring horsemen standing near their mounts, 
riders in horse-drawn sulkies, and land and sea chariots, all of which are 


allowed within the broader definition of the author. 


Very few coins of other animals include a human being along with the 
beast. This fact, coupled with that of the portrayed person frequently being 
of historical note makes for a bonus topic. Both history and art of living 


beings are presented in numismatic tableau. 


Coins of ancient Greece and Rome made extensive use of animal figures, 
including both free and ridden horses, or, more usually, drawing war chari- 
ots. The quality both of coin design and metallic content degraded during 
the decline of Rome, and for centuries after her collapse. Workmanship of 
an unrefined grade prevailed. The late Middle Ages saw the renaissance of 
equestrian designs, though crude in comparison to the artistry of ancient 


times , and quality through the centuries up to the present. 


Equestrian coins in these early centuries, aside from being artistical- 
ly pleasing, had advantages over many other designs. In that age of more 
extreme contrasts, both economically and socially, the circulation of horse 
and rider pieces exalted the status of the ruling class, and well may have 
reflected the alter ego of many a king so-portrayed to his subjects. One 
can surmise that the effigy of their mounted ruler served as a reminder to 
the people of their duty of fealty to their ruler = to whom they must be 


subservient, and for whom they must be willing to do battle, with the very 


possible consequence of death. These coins, differing so from the more com- 


mon design of a ruler head or bust may have been known, possibly, as "riders" 
or "horsemen" in everyday business use. The equestrian designs may have 


helped denote to the poorly-educated the monetary worth of the piece. 


One object of this paper is to review a troop of numismatic equestrians 


formed up from allegories, legends, and both popular and lesser-known per- 


sonages. It is not a compendium of all equestrians appearing in the popular 


numismatic reference books. Rather, it is a commentary on but a few of the 
many riders, based upon information gleaned from historical and numismatic 


works. 
THE DRAGON-SLAYER 


The first place of equestrian prominence goes without contest to Saint 
George in the well-known act of slaying the dragon, symbol of Good over sin 


and the devil, in early Christian times. 


Saint George, according to legend became a Roman soldier in the reign 
of Diocletian, was converted to Christianity, was arrested, tortured and put 
to death on.23 April 303 A.D., at Nicomedia, a city just east of present day 
Istanbul. Legend tells of Saint George using his magic sword Ascalon to slay 
a dragon to which the king's daughter was being sacrificed. The Crusaders 


venerated Saint George, making him the Patron Sains of England in year 1350. 


The Saint George and the dragon design used extensively on reverses of 
crowns and sovereigns of England, and tokens of the Bank of Upper Canada is 
the product of Benedetto Pistrucci, Italian medalist who went to England in 
1815 to succeed Thomas Wyon as Chief Engraver to the Royal Mint. His design 
shows Saint George as a Roman centurion, naked except for cape, plumed hel- 
met, about to render the coup-de-grace with sword Ascalon to the javelin- 
wounded dragon. A spirited bare-back stallion carries the warrior. The 
design is executed in the classical style for a mounted equestrian, with the 
rider intentionally disproportionately large, so as to promote him as the 
center of interest, in this case, Good triumphing over evil. This design, 
first appearing on the George III crown of 1818 was used extensively as the 
reverse of crowns through 1902, and sovereigns, to the present time. In 1951 
it appeared again as the reverse of the George VI crown, struck in a 1:3 cop- 
perenickel alloy. This issue is sometimes considered to be a "hidden" com- 
memorative, since its special purpose is relegated to the message on its edge, 
reading MDCCCLI CIVIUM INDUSTRIA FLORET CIVITAS MCMLI, "The State Flourishes 
Through the Industry of Its People, 1851-1951". This coin commemorates the 
centenary of the International Exhibition of 1851, held in London. 


a ee 


The 1935 silver anniversary crown of George V carries a modernistic mo- 
tif of the Saint George and the Dragon theme, and was the first truly commemor- 
ative British coin. This Percy Metcalfe design has George encased in heavy 
15th century armor, seated stiffly erect in the saddle of a powerful war horse 
that is treading on the lanced-through dragon. An interesting sidelight is 
the absence of a helmet on Saint George. Perhaps this was standard for the 
properly equipped dragon slayer of that day! The rather dimimtive rider, as 
compared with Pistrucci's is equipped with a formidible-looking Claymor, car- 
ried tiredly erect. The overall feeling is one of cold, mechanical boredom, 
as compared with the action-packed scene by Pistrucci, the classical stylist. 


The contrasting designs are interesting renditions of a common theme. 


Saint George triumphs also on various issues of Russian copper coins, 
1/4 to 10 kopecks, beginning in 170) under Peter I, and terminating with Cath- 
erine II in 1796. These pieces carry the value on a ribbon beneath the slay- 
ing scene, and will probably see increased demand, with: interest in this coun- 
try likely to be spurred by the recent marketing of current issues by the USSR. 


Saint George appears weekly in Coin World in Russell Rulau's "Numismatic 
Alphabet" masthead. This is an English pattern crown of 1910 designed by Wyon, 


though never adopted for actual coinage. 


Brass or copper counters of various dates Carrying the head of Queen Vic- 
toria have an uncrowned or crowned rider on its reverse, inscribed TO HANNOVER 
1837. This rider represents Ernest, Duke of Cumberland, the eldest surviving 
brother of the then-recently deceased William IV, King of England and Hannover. 
In his satirical role of Saint George riding over a one, two or three-headed 
dragon, Ernest is en route Hanover to receive its crown. Under the ancient 
Salic law of the Franks, succession to the Hanoverian crown was restricted to 
the male line, and upon Victoria's accession to the throne of England, Hanover 
became separated from Britain, after 125 years under her rule. These tokens 
were made in sovereign or half-sovereign size, and were sometimes guilded or 
plated, so as to be readily passed off as Victorian gold coins. Some designs 
carry the initials or name of their engraver/die-sinker: A&M (Allen and Moore 
of Birmingham), Lauer (Nuremberg, Germany), and J.W.. The latter set is not 


identified to any one maker, though it is thought by one author to relate to 


a Birmingham engraver. 


VICTORS OF TANNENBERG 


The Teutonic Knights of Germany, originally dedicated to Christianizing 
the Slavs, had transformed into taking by the sword whatever land they could, 
creating a harsh serfdom of the peasants. The Lithuanians, under the leader- 
ship of Grand Duke Vytautas defeated the Knights in a decisive battle near 
Tannenberg, Germany in 1410. Of some 100,000 Knights, 18,000 were slain and 
14,000 were taken prisoners. This victory at Tannenberg preserved the union 
of Poland and Lithuania, and signaled the decline of power of the Teutonic 


Knights. 


The coinage of modern Lithuania (1925-38) features the symbol of a charg- 
ing mounted knight on the reverse of all issues except a 1938 commemorative. 
This knight is to Lithuania as the eagle is to the United States. A bust of 
Vytautas the Great is used on the 10 Litu coin of 1936. The charging knight 
could well-represent Vytautas as a fitting tribute to his preservation of 


Lithuania at Tannenberg, so long ago. 


THE TEN ARROWS 


The Magyars originated in the land east of the Ural Mountains, migrated 
westward, and lived from the fifth to the ninth century A.D. near the mouth 
of the Don River. Their tribal federation was called "On-Ogur" (Ten Arrows), 
Slavic derivation of the name "Hungarian". Hostile tribes from the east 
forced another migration, and in the year 896 A.D. the Magyars were lead over 
the Carpathian Mountains to the rich Danube River basin by their powerful 
chieftan, Arpad. 


This mountain crossing by the Magyars is observed as the founding of the 
Hungarian nation, and was commemorated in a 1000th year anniversary silver 
coin and many medals, in 1896. Their obverses are generally the coronation 


scene or bust of the contemporary emperor, Franz Joseph (188-1916), with the 


reverse showing Arpaéa on horseback, leading the march into the new valley. 


The 1896 commemorative 1 Korona coin, of only 23 mm is the smallest one 
appearing in Becker's World Pageant of Commemorative Coins. Becker identifies 
the rider as Franz Joseph, whereas it actually is krp&d. The Magyar chieftan 
is dressed in a tunic and cape, wears a pointed helmet, and carries a dirk in 
his belt, while a dished shield hangs from his saddle. This reverse is quite 


novel, in that it carries neither date nor lettering, the full surface being 


dedicated to the tableau. The obverse, with the bust of emperor Ferencz Jozsef 


as ea 


reads AZ EZEREVES MAGYARORSZAG EMLEKERE 1896 ( In Memory of the 1000th 


Anniversary of Hungary 1896 ). The edge gives the emperor's motto in in- 
cuse lettering: BIZALMAM AZ OSI ERENYBEN ( My Faith is in the Ancient Spirit ). 


SKULL-CUP CAPER 


Krum was a khan, or chieftan of the ancient pagan Bulgars, who lived, 
seemingly, to fight and to kill. Invading Macedonia, he captured 1100 pounds 
of gold and burned the town of Sardica. In retaliation, the Greek emperor, 
Nicephorus burned Krum's capital. In revenge, Krum trapped and annihilated 
the Greek army in a mountain pass, killed Nicephorus and made a drinking cup 
from his skull! During the seige of Constantinople, Krum died from a broken 


blood vessel, and the city was spared from capture, sack and pillage. 


Bulgaria honored the memory of their pagan founder in its 5 and 10 Leva 
nickel coins of 1930 and the iron issue of 191. The equestrian, in Mongol 
style garb, trimmed boots and quiver of arrows is identified as KRUM, in 

Cyrillic letters. The field of the coin carries 81h, the year of Krum's death. 
A speared lion lies lifeless on the ground, with what appears to be a wolf or 
a dog running nearby. In his Catalogue of the World's Most Popular Coins, 
Reinfeld identifies the equestrian as "a Cavalier of Madara", A small town 
of Madaras is located in southern Hungary, some 150 miles away from present 
Bulgaria. This fact would not seem to endorse Reinfeld's attribution to any 


degree, however, and it is assumed to be an anomaly. 


CHIVALRY'S CROWN 


Count John of Luxemburg founded a new dynasty in Bohemia in 1310. A val- 
ient warrior, he built a reputation expressed in the contemporary thought 
"Nothing can be done without the help of God and the King of Bohemia". John 
contracted a disease while on a crusade in Lithuania in 1336, and it left him 
completely blind. Learning that Edward III of England had invaded Normandy, 
he lent the fighting services of his five hundred knights to Philip IV of 
France. Count John had himself bound between the horses of two knights, and 
fought at Crécy, despite the retreat of the French, whose cavalry had been 
decimated by arrows from English longbows some 50 yards away. Surrounded by 
fifty knights in battle, John died with sword in hand, saying "So will it God, 
it shall not be said that a king of Bohemia flies from the battlefield", His 


se 


body was sent by Edward of England to John's son with the message, "This day 


S has fallen the crown of chivalry". 


A beautiful set of 20, 50 and 100 franc coins in silver was issued in 

1946 by Luxembourg to commemorate the 600th anniversary of their beloved 
hero's death. The obverse carries the head of Prince John of Luxembourg, 
and the reverse, the famous charging namesake, John the Blind, of Bohemia, in 
full knight's armor. He is on a powerful war horse whose head is protecited 
by a chamfron, and an attractive but impractical fabric trapping hangs down 
over the horse's legs. Below the hOrse appears the date of the fatal Battle 
of Crécy, August 26, 136. 


EQUESTRIENNES 


Numismatic equestriennes are not numerous, but the interesting design or 


history of those who do appear compensate to a large degree for the few riders. 


Mythology tells that Thetis lived in the depths of the sea, and was the 
favorite of the fifty Nereids ( ocean nymphs ), daughters of Nereus, and, more 
notably, Thetis was the mother of Achilles. To make Achilles invulnerable, 
Thetis dipped her young son into the river Styx. As aman, Achilles was killed 
at the seige of Troy by an arrow piercing the heel tendon, which had not been 
wetted by the magical water of the Styx when his mother dipped him as an infant. 


Greece featured Thetis in the designs of two coinage issues. The 1910 and 
1911 silver coins of 1 and 2 drachmas show her holding a shield and seated next 
to a hippocampus. Having the head and forelegs of a horse, and the body and 
tail of a dolphin, the hippocampus really belongs to mythology! This design is 
an impressive miniature of a sculpture of antiquity - as though taken from a 
sarcophagus or a temple frieze. Thetis reappears on the 20 drachmas silver of 


1960, although her mount is now a more conventional land horse, vice a hippocampus. 


Lady Godiva might well lay claim to being the most famous equestrienne of 
all time. She was married to Leofric, lord of Coventry, and thought to have 
lived 1040-1080. In sympathy with the townsfolk, Lady G pleaded with Leofric 
to repeal a heavy tax he had levied. He cleverly agreed to abolish the tax, 
but only upon his seemingly impossible condition that Lady Godiva first ride 
naked through town. Three version§exist of what then happened. One legend 
says that Lady G made the ride through the crowded marketplace, suffering the 
stares and cat-calls. The second story is that Godiva issued a proclamation 


that all people were to keep indoors, shutter the windows, and look elsewhere. 
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Everyone in town, save a tailor named Tom, honored her proclamation. Tom, 
thoroughly tantalized, cracked his blinds and peeked at the beautiful Go- 
diva, and, for his naughty act is said to have been stricken with blindness, 
right there on the spot! The third and last version of the event had Lady G 
made magically invisible throughout her sensuous jaunt through town. In any 
event, the legend of the ride wasn't written up until the year 1237, some two 
centuries after the reputed ride. May 1678 saw the institution of a Lady 
Godiva procession as a part of the Coventry Fair, celebrated at intervals 


until 1826. 


Lady Godiva is numismatically honored on the popular Coventry half-penny 
token of 1793. It sports a Godiva clad in but her long tresses, riding side- 
saddle on a barebacked mount. Though the presentation of this female figure 
is hardly complimentary, certainly not by space-age standards, this piece has 
enjoyed special appeal, especially by American collectors. The phrase PRO 
BONO PUBLICO ( For the People's Good ) appearing on the token relates to the 
behind-the-scenes reason for the seemingly benevelolent act. Some authorities 
consider this piece to have been issued concurrent witn one of the Coventry 
fairs. It is a true token in the sense that its edge carries a promise for its 


conversion to legal tenders: PAYABLE AT THE WAREHOUSE OF ROBERT REYNOLDS & CO. 


Queen Elizabeth of Britain enjoys the distinction of appearing twice as 4 
regal numismatic equestrienne. The highly publicised crown of 1953 issued in 
conjunction with her coronation shows her riding sidesaddle, in the uniform of 
the Grenadier Guards, the unit assigned to the protection of Buckingham Palace. 


The queen's motto: FAITH AND TRUTH I BEAR UNTO YOU appears in the edge lettering. 


Elizabeth appears again on the British Caribbean Territories 50 cent piece 
of 1955 in a highly artful and allegorical pose, standing near her seashell 
throne while being carried on the backs of two hippocampi. Her left hand bears 
the orb, symbol of regal authority, while the right one supports a trident, the 


three-tined spear associated with Neptune as ruler of the Sea. This allegory 


was pictured similarly in the Barbados 1792 penny and half-penny, showing King 
George III seated on an ornate carved throne being drawn on the surface of the 
water in the manner of a land chariot. This design is found an an 18th century 
French jeton, showing Neptune with his trident held aloft, and inscribed: AE- 
QUORA LUSTRANDO PACAT ( He calms the seas by surveying ), in reference to Louis, 


whes e head graces the obverse. 


It is the reluctance of many countries to feature more or less stereo- 
typed designs from one ruler after another that has enhanced the growing field 


of topical collecting by numismatists interested in "something different". 


Mexico contributes to the last rider in the quartette of equestriennes 
with its silver pesos of 1910-191), popularly known south of the border as 
"caballitos" ( little horses ). The allegorical figure of Liberty on horse- 
back, carrying aloft the torch of Freedom and the olive branch of Peace, ahead 
of the rising sun is portrayed. The allegory alludes to the centenary of the 
birth of the revolt against Spain that was fostered by Hidalgo, a gutsy priest 
who on September 16, 1810 proclaimed his Grito de Dolores, "Long live our Lady 
of Guadalupe! Long live Independence! Death to the Spaniards!" 


It is of interesting note that of the seven different designs involving 
women riders and just described, only the 1951 crown of Great Britain is not 
associated with legend, mythology or allegory. Even though few in numbers, the 


ladies provide widely diverse backgrounds and beautiful design subjects! 


WAR AND CIRCUS 


Chariot drivers are not equestrians in the true sense, since the defin- 
ition calls for the person to ride upon, not in back of, the horse. These coins 
are so attractive, though, that the author has included them within the scope of 


his collecting, and closes with a few remarks on them. 


The chariot was developed by the ancients primarily as a war machine. A 
heavy chariot pulled by thundering horses was indeed an object of respect by the 
enemy! If deployed in large numbers, and equipped with an archer in each hard at 
work, and/or wheel hubs fitted with sickle-shaped blades, their effect could be 


devastating. 


Sturdily built of wood with iron or bronze fittings and tires, they were 


drawn by two, three, or four horses, giving rise to the Latin classifications of 


biga, triga, and quadriga. Ancient coins shown trigas infrequently, and from this 
it might be inferred that these rigs were not popular. Perhaps obvious driver 

visibility-ahead problems, and others, such as hitching and driving quirks put it 
in third place as a design. Wheels, oddly enough, were made with very few spokes, 


with four the predominating quantity on ancient coins. It is hard to believe that 


such wheels could stand up long to the pounding that these springless bodies took! 


ey a 


Chariot racing was popular with the Greeks, and later, with the Romans, 
who held events in the circus. Races involved seven laps of the 1,600 foot long 
course, or almost five miles. This was run in replica in the movie "Ben Hur" in 


1h minutes, for an average velocity of about eighteen miles per hour. 


It was customary to open the events by a procession in which the "simula- 
cra", images of the gods and of the deified imperial family were carried in pon- 


derous wagons pulled by horses, mules, or elephants. 


Ancient Syracuse issued a magnificent silver decadrachma to celebrate the 
repulsion of an Athenian invasion of Sicily in 413 B.C.. It features a battle 
quadriga in action, and beneath it are represented the arms taken as booty from 
the Athenians and given as prizes in the games which celebrated the victory. This 


design by the artist Euaenetus is among the more beautiful pieces of the ancients. 


Bigas and quadrigas are found as fairly frequent reverses, especially of 
the Roman Republic coinages, with the triga seldom shown, as mentioned earlier. In 
its effort to evoke glory of ancient Rome, Italy featured a biga on the 10 lire 
coin of 1926-34. Romagnoli, its designer, rather than risking the chance of mar- 


ring the beauty of the lead horse, left off all its harness, save the rein and bit. 


The 1 and 2 lire coins of 1908-13 have four mules beautifully sculpted by Calandra 


rearing "in step" in the traces of a "god wagon", A similar design motif was used 
for the 1915-17 coins, with four nervous stallions in the place of the almost too- 
perfect line-up of mules in the previous series. Each of the designs has FERT 


(strength) displayed on the sideboard of the wagon, and on the coin edge. 


The 500 lire silver coin of Italy struck in 1961 features a modernistic de- 
sign of a biga and driver in fast action. This highly-stylized piece was issued to 
commemorate the centenary of the proclamation of Victor Emanuel II as King of Italy, 


following the annexation of the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies to his domain. 


CONCLUSION 


The area of numismatic equestrians is rich in history and art alike, with 
the riders mentioned in this paper being but samples_of the ever-expanding stable. 
Perhaps your interest has been whetted sufficiently to induce you to dig into the 


background of the next numismatic rider you find crossing your path! 
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Attendance at the January 2 meeting was 16 members and.two 
Guests were: Michael Homza and Mary F. Geist. 
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A vote was taken on the membership 
we certainly welcome Mr. Veeck to the society 1d Leelee 
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Larry Korchnak advised his cc tee's suggestion to disposed of this 
offering from the ANA is sially- Pub: . the sale at a 20% discount, ($600.), 
to WPNS members in the newsletter 9econdly-request PAN and PNS do iikewt se: 
Larry's phone number is ome- 375-798" )4 06-77-0252, 


ANA CENTENNIAL CONVENTION-CHICAGO-1991 


Larry ah Sher cal advises the following taken from-the 1891 Club Bulletin: 
The ANA History, by Q. David Bowers, is now complete; ANA would like exam- 
of club logos for insertion. eiapen Kelly advised no progress on the new 
erhead to date and Larry Korchnak suggested perhaps we can photograph a 
medal). 
ANA Timecapsule: ANA requests each club contribute something interesting 
to this.(It will be opened or 2091 ? 
(3) There will be "world 38" 
(4) There will 
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SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT 


CENTENNI 
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Centennial History 
Completed 


The writing of the ANA Centennial 
History is completed. Renowned au- 
thor Dave Bowers finished it Satur- 
day, December 9, at 9:08 p.m.! ANA 
Librarian Nancy Green is now proof- 
ing the entire volume. The foreword, 
preface and epilogue, when finished, 
will bring the account to January 1, 
1990. As envisioned, the book could 
be nearly 1,000 pages. (1891 Club 
members receive a free copy.) 


ANA Anthology 
under Production 


The Numismatic Anthology, a com- 
panion to the ANA Centennial His- 
tory, is being typeset and production 
of some articles has been started. 
The Anthology will be sold in- 
dividually or with the ANA Centen- 
nial History. Carl Carlson, ANA 
historian, has succeeded in getting 
some of the best numismatic au- 
thors to contribute to the work, in- 
cluding Ken Bressett, Walter Breen, 
Michael Hodder, Bob Julian, John 
Adams and David Alexander. 


Centennial Medal Design 
Competition Begins 


The Centennial Medal Design Com- 
petition is in full swing. Here is an 
opportunity for you to express your 
feelings for the Centennial in medal- 
Me art: 

A total of $5,000 in cash will be 
awarded — $2,500 for each winning 
side. The top three finalists will each 
receive a Centennial Medal; one- 
year ANA memberships will be 
given to the ten finalists. 

Don’t miss out! Call the ANA at 
1-800-367-9723 for an official entry 
form. Sketches must be submitted 
by April 15, 1990. Remember, you 
don’t have to be a professional artist 
to enter and win. Just follow the 
simple rules. The winning design 
will be unveiled during the ANA 
1990 Seattle convention. Good luck! 


Get Your Club’s 

Logo Displayed 

Beginning with the Chicago Centen- 
nial Convention and for all future 
conventions, the ANA will exhibit 
member-club logos. 

Send in a color replica of your club’s 
logo for display. If your club doesn’t 
have a logo, maybe you should con- 
sider designing one. If your club is not 
an ANA member, become one now — 
it’s only $30 per year. Send your club’s 
logo to the Centennial Celebration 
Committee at the ANA for display. 


Stamp to Be Unveiled 
at Seattle Convention 


The United States Postal Service nu- 
mismatics commemorative stamp 
design is scheduled to be unveiled in 
Seattle, with the first day of issue at 
the ANA Centennial Convention in 
Chicago. Only a few people have been 
able to get an early peek at the pro- 
posed stamp. Let me assure you it’s 
beautiful. Watch for more details. 


Postal Services Stamp 
Issuance Includes Cachet 


A first-day cachet (an envelope with 
commemorative stamp and embossed 
engraving) will be part of the USPS 
first-day numismatic stamp issuance. 
A PNC (philatelic-numismatic cover) 
may also be available. This would 
combine a first-day cachet with an ap- 
propriate numismatic medal. 


Clubs Asked to *’Lend’’ 
Items for Time Capsule 


Ed Rochette, Centennial Time Cap- 
sule Committee chairman and Asso- 
ciation vice president, invites all ANA 
member clubs to “lend” an important 
piece of their club history for inclu- 
sion in the ANA Centennial Time 
Capsule. The ANA promises that all 
loans will be returned to respective 
clubs in the year 2091, when the cap- 
sule is opened! 


Location of Old Mint 
Sites Sought 


ANA members can help locate old 
mint sites so that suitable markers 
can be placed during the ANA cen- 
tennial year. If you have information 
on old mint sites, please contact 
James Taylor at 1-800-367-9723. 


World Series 
of Numismatics Planned 


This is a new event, planned for the 
first three nights of the ANA 1991 
Centennial Convention. As many as 
10 teams, each having a captain and 
two teammates, can test their nu- 
mismatic knowledge. The two high- 
est-scoring teams from each night 
will compete for the championship. 

ANA members can submit numis- 
matic questions and answers in any 
of 10 categories. Donn Pearlman, 
ANA governor and well-known Chi- 
cago radio personality, will serve as 
master of ceremonies, and the re- 
nowned Walter Breen will be the 
final arbiter. 

This event promises to be great 
fun, to say nothing of its educational 
value. More on this later. 


Traveling Exhibit 
Possible for Centennial 


A feasibility study is underway to 
determine whether to have a major 
exhibit of rare and interesting coins, 
paper money, etc., travel to 15-20 
major cities during the ANA centen- 
nial year. Details will be provided 
later. 


ANA Looks into 
Centennial Memorabilia 


ANA’s Kathy Atwell is exploring the 
possibilities for production of me- 
mentoes to sell during ANA’s cen- 
tennial year. Details to come. 


You Can Join the Fun! 


Membership in the 1891 Club is still 
open for those wishing to support 
the centennial activities. For $91, 
you can receive the centennial pub- 
lications mentioned in this newslet- 
ter and other benefits. For informa- 
tion, call 1-800-367-9723. e 


WHERE: 


WHO: 


COIN AUCTION 
Allow public to sell coins 
Promote the local coin clubs 
Provide outlets for sales 
Limit liability for the local coin clubs 
Make this a yearly event 
Schedule a weeknight in June 


To be determined by coin clubs 


Auction committee WPNS, PNS, and PAN 


HANDOUTS: List of lots 


Prices realized 


Club members only 

No mail in bids, buyer must be present 
Minimum bids allowed 

Owner brings coins two hours before auction 
Cash or Check payment immediately 


10% auction commission 
Consignees paid by check after auction 


COIN IDENTIFICATION DAY 


Identify/appraise coins for the public 

Promote the Carnegie Museum 

Promote the local coin clubs 

Provide outlets for sales 

Provide zero liability for the Carnegie Museum 
Limit liability for the local coin clubs 

Make this a yearly event 


Schedule a Saturday in May 
Carnegie Museum 

Members of WPNS, PNS, and PAN 
"How To Sell Coins" 


Pittsburgh Coin Club sheets 
Coin Auction Rules 


No buying or selling at that time 
Two members must agree on identification and 


estimated value 
Place coins in holders for auction 
Sort into group lots for auction 


Thursday, December 14, 198 
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Richard T. Foley 


Richard T. Foley, an insurance 
agent and broker, died of congestive 
heart failure Tuesday at Mercy 
Hospital. 

Mr. Foley, 83, of Mt. Lebanon, 
graduated from Duquesne 
University. 

He was an agent for the USF&G 
Insurance Group until 1960, when he 
retired to establish his own insur- 
ance business, the Richard T. Foley 
Agency, which he operated until his 
death. 

Mr. Foley was active in various 
civic organizations, clubs and sports- 


men’s organizations. He served in 
the Coast Guard during World War 
II. 

He is survived by his wife, Ann; 
two sons, Richard T. Jr. of Green 
Tree and David of Upper St. Clair; 
two daughters, Mary Ann Mandl of 
Columbiana, Ohio, and Kathleen 
Cleaver of Banksville; two sisters, 
Marcella Conwell of Mount Wash- 
ington and Rose Gillingham of East 
End; a brother, Jean Foley of Seat- 
tle; and 12 grandchildren. 

Friends will be received until 9 
tonight at the Freyvogel-Slater Fu- 
neral Home, 112 Fort Couch Road, 
Bethel Park. 

Mass of Christian burial will be 
offered at 10 a.m. tomorrow at St. 
Thomas More Catholic Church, Beth- 
el Park. Burial will be in Queen of 
Heaven Cemetery, Peters, Washing- 
ton County. 
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Prepared by 


S Nevin Greninger 


For a Presentation at the February 6, 1990 Meeting of the 


Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 


Pittsburgh, PA 


INTRODUCTION 


The purpose of this presentation is to -- 


Provide an account of the contributions of William Wyon to numismatics 
and philately; 


Show the influence of his relatives on his profession and his 
influence on his relatives; and in particular, 


Define his exact contribution, as a renown medalist, to the issuance 
of the World's first adhesive stamp used in uniform postage within a 
country. 


Some "zeroxed" copies of his works have been included in the Appendix to help 
remind you of some of the great contributions which attest to his being a 
first class artist. 


THE WYON FAMILY 


From before the middle of the eighteenth century to almost the end of the 
nineteenth century the many members of the Wyon family served in England as 
designers, die-engravers and medalists. Although their greatest impact has 
been on the numismatics of the British Commonwealth, they also influenced 
philately and the postal system. 


The Wyon family of English designers, medalists and engravers descended from 
Peter George Wyon (I), who was born in Cologne, Germany. He married Maria 
Sibylla Hemmerden on January 1, 1705. 


His third son, Peter George Wyon (II) moved to England. He was seventeen 
years of age when George the Second became King. His son, George (III) served 
aS an apprentice to George II's goldsmith, Hemmings, before joining the Soho 
Mint of Birmingham as a medalist in 1775. Two of George (III) Wyon's sons -- 
Thomas and Peter -- worked in Birmingham as medalists and engravers in the 
preparation of token coinage. Peter was the father of William Wyon, the most 
famous member of the Wyon family. William's artistic ability contributed to 
the later coinage of King George the Fourth and the earlier coinage of Queen 
Victoria. 


Thomas (I), Benjamin, Joseph Shepherd, Alfred Benjamin, and Allan Wyon all 
served as Chief Engraver of His or Her Majesty's Seals. Thomas (II) and 
William Wyon held the position of Chief Engraver of the Royal Mint. ‘Upon the 
death of William, the position of Chief Engraver became extinct. Both Leonard 
Charles and James (II) Wyon worked at the Royal Mint as engravers. In 1843 
when Leonard was sixteen years of age, he engraved a medal depicting King 
Louis the Eighteenth of France on one side and on the other side a copy of the 
obverse of the crown of Oliver Cromwell. In 1851 he succeeded his father as 
the major engraver at the Royal Mint. Leonard Charles Wyon designed many 
obverses on British coins and patterns. He executed most of the dies for the 
British military and naval medals issued between 1851 and 1891. The last 
medalist member of the Wyon family was Allan Gairdner Wyon who was born in 
1882 and died in 1962. He was not only a medalist but also a sculptor who had 
been an exhibitor at the Royal Academy since 1908. 


Much of what is known about the genealogy of Wyon family has been contributed 
by the Reverend Walter James Wyon who was born in 1839 and served as Clerk of 
the Holy Orders. In 1914 he was serving as Rector of Ufford in Suffolk. His 
genealogical research took him to Cologne where he examined the records of the 
marriage of George (I) Wyon and Maria Sibylla in Saint Columba's Church. A 
partial genealogical table of the Wyon family is presented in Figure 1. The 
names in upper case denote familiy members active in preparing medals, 
coinage, or seals. Two artistic members, Edward William and Edward Alexander, 
not shown in upper case have been included even though they have not 
influenced numismatics. 


Further information on the wives of the Wyons is provided by Leonard Forrer in 
the book entitled "Wyons." 


PETER GEORGE WYON (II) 
(Silver Chaser, Medalist, and Engraver) 
(1710-1744) 


PETER GEORGE (III) 
(Medalist) 
( 2? -1797) 


THOMAS (I) 


(Medalist and Chief Engraver of H.M. Seals) (Medalist) 
(1767-1830) (1767-1822) 


GEORGE (IV) JAMES (I) 
(Medalist) (Die Engraver ) 


THOMAS (II) 
(Medalist & Chief 
Engraver at Royal Mint) 
(1792-1817) 


BENJAMIN Edward William WILLIAM 
(Medalist & (Sculptor) 
Chief Engraver (1811-1885) 
of H.M. Seals) 

(1802-1858) 


WILLIAM HENRY JAMES (II) 
(Medalist & (Silver Chaser) (Engraver at 
Chief Engraver Cie A BSS) Royal Mint) 
at Royal Mint) (1804-1868) 
(1795-1651) 


Edward Alexander 
(Architect) 
(1842-1872) 


JOSEPH SHEPHERD ALLAN ALFRED BENJAMIN LEONARD CHARLES GEORGE (IV) WILLIAM 
(Medalist) (Medalist) (Medalist & (Medalist, Modeler & (Die Sinker) (Medalist) 
(1836-1873) (1843-1907) Painter) 


Engraver at (1834-1856) (1836-1862) 
(1837-1884) the Royal Mint) 


(1826-1891) 


ALLAN GAIRDNER 
(Medalist & Sculptor) 
(1882-1962) 


FIGURE 1 -- THE WYON FAMILY IN THE BRITISH ISLES 


BIOGRAPHY OF WILLIAM WYON 


William, who was born in 1795 in Birmingham and died in 1851, was the eldest 
son of Peter Wyon. He attended school in Birmingham and in 1809 was 
apprenticed to his father. As a young boy, the work of the artist Flaxman 
impressed him greatly. The youthful engraver collaborated with his father in 
the execution of many dies for tokens and medals which bear Peter Wyon's 
signature. 


In 1812 William visited Thomas Wyon, his uncle, in London. During his visit 
he prepared a die of the head of Ceres and entered it in the Society of Arts 
Competition. In May of 1813 the Society of Arts awarded William their large 
gold medal for his 'Ceres' and purchased the dies for use in striking the 
Society's prize gold medal for the Agriculture category. In 1815 William Wyon 
again visited his uncle Thomas (I) in London. He made London his home and 
aided his uncle in the engraving of seals. William cut the Great Seals for 
Seotland and Ireland while his cousin Thomas (II) executed the Great Seal for 
England. In 1816 Thomas (II) Wyon at the age of twenty-three was promoted to 
Chief Engraver at the Mint and William filled the post of Second Engraver. 


In 1817 Thomas (II) died and the Master of the Mint, Maryborough, nominated a 
favorite, Signor Benendetto Pistrucci -- a noted gem engraver from Italy -- to 
fill the post of Chief Engraver. William Wyon resented the nomination of 
Pistrucci. Pistrucci did less and less work in the design of coinage and Wyon 
assumed more and more of the work load. In 1819 to commemorate the great 
event of the Battle of Waterloo which occurred in 1815, Pistrucci was chosen 
to design the medal to be given to allied sovereigns and the two commanders, 
Wellington and Blucher. (From 1919 to 1849 he worked on the dies of the 
Waterloo medal. Since only Wellington survived in 1849, the dies were never 
hardened and no medals were struck.) In 1822 Pistrucci declined to reproduce 
Sir Francis Chantrey's bust of the King on the coinage of that year. 
Pistrucci's salary was L 500 and Wyon's was L 200. This continued until 1828 
when a compromise was reached between the two -- Wyon was made Chief Engraver 
and Pistrucci acquired the new designation of Chief Medalist. Each received 
an annual salary of L 350, while Wyon was awarded L 500 for his extra services 
from 1823 to 1828. To better understand the need for the compromise, one 
should note that Lord Maryborough had overlooked an Act of Parliament which 
decreed that no foreigner should have possession of the dies belonging to the 
coinage of the kingdom. 


In 1830 Wyon initiated work on the coin dies of William IV. In 1831 William 
Wyon was elected an associate of the Royal Academy. In 1837 William Wyon 
executed the London Guildhall medal showing Queen Victoria on the obverse and 
the Guildhall on the reverse. William Wyon entered the Treasury's contest for 
the design of the Penny Black; his particular design was not chosen. However, 
his Guildhall medal did serve as the basis for the design of the Penny Black. 


William Wyon was most talented as an artist, engraver, and die maker. Leonard 
Forrer has noted in his treatise on the Wyons -- 


"Wyon's head of Queen Victoria for the coinage received universal 
approbation and still ranks as one of the noblest productions, 
combining beauty of design and perfect execution, in the British 
numismatic series." 


& Sainthill's comments on Wyon's rendering of Queen Victoria are most 
interesting. Sainthill, a biographer of William Wyon, has written (Olla 
Podrida I, 65) -- 


"The graceful arrangement, character, and expression of the whole bust; 
its breadth and softness; the perfect youth, yet sweetly defined 
womanhood, of the features; the exquisite delicacy of the line 
connecting the cheek and neck; and the surpassing beauty of the lower 
part of the face and lip, strike us as a combination of excellences 
where all the truth of nature is displayed in all the perfection of 

ars cas" 


In 1838 William Wyon became the first medalist to be elected as academician in 
the Royal Academy. 


Forrer considers the Cheselden medal for St. Thomas's Hospital to be one of 
the most notable productions of Wyon. On the medal he showed a dead body laid 
out in the dissecting room -- his knowledge of anatomy, according to Forrer, 
defied all criticism. 


In 1846 Wyon designed and engraved a Pattern Crown of the Queen -- the so- 
called 'Gothie Crown! -- which was issued as a coin in 1847. Since only 8,000 
were coined for distribution, they hardly made it into general circulation. 
They were distributed among the London bankers and soon absorbed by 
collectors. The Gothic crown, although somewhat expensive, is greatly admired 
and nevertheless still pursued by some of the type collectors of milled 
British coinage. 


His wife, Catherine Sophia, whom he had married in 1821 died in February of 
1851. In September of the same year William Wyon was attacked by paralysis, 
which prevented the use of his left side. On October 29, 1851 he died at 
Brighton. William Wyon was survived by two sons and two daughters. His elder 
son, Leonard Charles, immediately succeeded his father as Chief Engraver at 
the Royal Mint. 


William Wyon's signature occurs usually as W. W.; WYON; W. WYON; 
W. WYON, A.R.A.; or W. WYON, R. A. On coinage and medals. 


He designed coins for the following Commonwealth entities: Australia, British 
Guiana, British Imperial, British India, British West Indies, Ceylon, 
Gibraltar, Hong Kong, Isle of Man, Ionian Islands, Ireland, Jersey, Malta, 
Mauritius, New Brunswick, Penang, Straits Settlements. He also designed coins 
for four foreign countries -- New Granada, Mexico, Portugal and Venezuela. 


Willaim Wyon engraved the dies for Britain's first postal stationery -- the 1d 
pink envelope stamp used from 1841 to 1902. He also designed Britain's first 
three embossed adhesive stamps -- the six penny mauve, ten penny brown, and 
one shilling green -- all three of which bore his initials "W. W." The 1/ 
issued on September 11, 1847 has three color varities -- green, deep green, 
and pale green; two different dies were used. The 10d issued on November 6, 
1848 has two color varities -- brown and deep brown; five different dies were 
used. The 6d issued on March 1, 1854 (three years after the death of Wyon) 
has four color varities -- Mauve, lilac, purple, and violet; only one die was 
used. 


THE TREASURY COMPETITION 


In January 1837 Rowland Hill produced a privately-printed pamphlet entitled 
"Post Office Reform-its Importance and Practicability." His pamphlet caused 
immediate sensation and there were two revised editions soon published. In 
August 1839, almost all of Rowland Hill's proposals for uniform, prepaid penny 
postage were included in a new Act of Parliament. Since the Act involved 
revenue, the Treasury and not the Post Office was given the mission to put the 
elements of the Act into effect. 


The Treasury in 1839 organized a competition as to methods for prepayment of 
postage. The Treasury Minute, published in THE TIMES on September 6, 1839, 
invited proposals from the public and offered prizes. On September 16, 1939 
Rowland Hill was appointed to a senior post at the Treasury. Hill was to be 
given a free hand in directing the selection, design and production of the 
various kinds of 'stamps' necessary for the new Penny Post system. Over 2,600 
entries were received. 


The majority of entrants suggested some kind of postal stationery. Only 45 
suggested adhesive labels for the Penny stamp. Although prizes were given to 
four of the entrants, none of their designs were used. William Wyon was not 
one of the four winners. Most of the entries for the competition were not 
Suitable. However, Rowland Hill from the Office of the Treasury used a few of 
the ideas in modified form in his report on the Treasury Competition. These 
included: (1) the use of watermarked paper; (2) the use of the Queen's head as 
the central part of the design -- suggested by both Wyon and Cheverton (who 
was one of the prize winners); (3) the use of an elaborate security 
background; and (4) the use of embossing or engraving to provide additional 
security against forgery. Eventually Rowland Hill's suggestions were adopted. 
The profile of the Queen was based on William Wyon's Guildhall Medal of 1838. 
Sketches of the profile were produced by Henry Corbould. Charles and 
Frederick Heath engraved the master die for the stamps. 


The idea of adhesive stamps was not novel in 1840 -- various taxes had been 
paid by this method since the early 1800's in the form of embossed stamps 
which bore corner letters and die numbers. The principle of prepayment of 
postage was not unknown in 1840 -- handstruck stamps were in use. However, 
the combination of using adhesive labels and prepayment was new. 


EARLY VICTORIAN STAMPS AND POSTAL STATIONERY OF GREAT BRITAIN 


On May 6, 1840, Great Britain issued its first (and also the World's first) 
adhesive postage stamp -- the line-engraved, small crown watermark, 
imperforate "One Penny Black." Two days later on May 8th it issued the "Two 
Penny Blue." 


To discourage forgers, check letters were used in the lower corners enabling 
stamps to be identified from 240 different positions on a sheet. At about the 
same time they introduced the associated One and Two Penny Mulready covers. 
The Post Office's stamp program was very successful. Other countries soon 
started to issue adhesive stamps. 


Since black ink was most often used to cancel the stamps, some of the Penny 
Blacks were being re-used by the public, depriving the Post Office of 
revenues. Thus, in 1841 the imperforate, small crown watermark "One Penny 
Red" was introduced. In the initial printings the same eleven plates as for 
Penny Blacks were used. Also in 1841 the design on the Two Penny Blue was 
modified by adding white lines above and below the head. 


Between 1847 and 1854 three imperforate embossed stamps were issued -- 6d 
lilac, 10d brown, and 1s green. 


Between 1854 and 1857 the perf 14 and perf 16 issues with letters in the lower 
corners (including both small and large crown watermark varieties) of the 
Penny Red and Two Penny Blue were introduced. 


In 1855 Britain issued perforate surface-printed stamps without letters in the 
corners -- 4d red, 6d lilac, and 1s green. 


Between 1858 and 1870, with letters in all four coners, four new line-engraved 
issues were used in the mails -- 1/2d red, 1 1/2d red, and 2d blue. In 
parallel with the issuing of adhesive stamps, stamped envelops and wrappers 
wer also issued. Many more adhesive stamp issues followed. Around 1870 
Britain issued its first Penny Postage Card. 


Soon after the introduction of the Penny Black the collecting of adhesive 
postage stamps got underway. Collectors pursued stamps by plate number, sheet 
postion, perforation number, watermark, cancellation, etc. 


CONCLUSIONS 


In summing up, I hope you agree that -- 


The Wyons contributed much to numismatics and engraving; 


Several Wyons influenced the issuance of postage; 


The Wyons created works of art that are still being pursued by 
collectors from many different countries; 


The Wyons have and will posthumously continue to enrich the lives 
of collectors and numismatic dealers; and 


Two of the Wyons had a method to their madness -- William and Leonard 
designed coinage to be used by collectors to buy the stamps and postal 
stationery the two also designed. Some of the collectors might have 
even used these Wyon designed stamps and embossed letters to buy more 
of the coins and medals designed by the Wyons. 
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APPENDIX 


Figure A-1 shows in great detail the obverse of William Wyon's 1838 Guildhall 
medal commemorating Queen Victoria's visit to the Guildhall in London. 


Figure A-2 shows both the obverse and reverse of the Guildhall medal. 

Figure A-3 shows the obverse of a modern facsimile of the Guildhall medal. 
Figure A-4 shows the version of the Penny Black for official use by Queen. In 
the version of the Penny Black for public use, stars appear in the upper 


corners. Comparison of Figures A-4 and A-1 show remarkable similarities. 


Figure A-5 shows a 'Maltese Cross' cancellation on a Penny Red. Note the 
stars in the upper two corners. 


Figure A-6 shows two of Leonard Charles Wyon's medals. One commemorates his 
father who died in 1851. 


Figure A-7 at the bottom shows the Cheselden medal engraved by William Wyon. 


Figure A-8 shows two of William Wyon's medals -- (1) Leucothoe rescuing 
Ulysses and (2) the commemoration of the Royal Humane Society. 


Figure A-9 shows two of William Wyon's medals -- (1) commemoration of Earl 
Howe at the Battle of Ushant and (2) commemoration of the Defeat of the 
Pindaree and Mahratta Confederacy. 


Figure A-10 shows both the obverse and reverse of Pistrucci's famous Waterloo 
medal depicting Victory, horsemen and Tritons. 
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The ‘Maltese Cross’ cancellation 

was introduced for use with the 
first British postage stamps’ 

issued in May 1840. 
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290 L. Wyon: 
William Wyon, 1854 
291 L. Wyon: 
International 
Exhibition of 1862, 
rev. 

292 Maclise: Drawing 
for no. 291 


Germany in particular a number of medallists, including Karl Schwenzer 
(1843-1904) and Christian Schnitzpahn, came to England to work and train in 
the Wyon family firm. Yet none of the later Wyons capitalised on the prestige 
enjoyed by William, the first and last medallist elected to the Royal Academy, to 
extend the possibilities of their art. They ignored the development of the cast 
medal and the new school of medallists that, from 1870, produced a revival of 
interest in medal-making in France. Their work came to seem increasingly dull 
and dated, and the number of commissions given to medallists began to decline. 
As a result of this trend, which was duplicated throughout Europe, the initiative 
in the development of medallic art slipped not merely from a group of professional 
medallists in one country to a similar group in another, but away from the 


medallist altogether. 


FIGURE A-6 
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277 Pidgeon: Minerva 
and Mercury 
278 W. Wyon: Minerva 
and Mercury, 1820 
279 W. Wyon: Pattern 
Crown, rev. 

280 W. Wyon: Five 
pound piece: Una and 
the Lion, 1839, rev. 

281 W. Wyon: ‘Bun 
penny’, Victoria, 1839 
283a,b W. Wyon: 
George tv; rescue from 
shipwreck, 1824 

284 W. Wyon: 
Cheselden medal; a 
body awaiting 
dissection, 1839, rev. 
285 W. Wyon: 
Apothecaries’ 
Company ‘Linnaeus 
medal’, 1830, rev. 

286 W. Wyon: 
Newcastle to Carlisle 
Railway, 1840, rev. 
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(287). As a rescuer, however, the charitable nymph, about to expose herself to us 
and the elements in order to wrap her sailor in a diaphanous drape, lacks 
‘conviction beside the bowler-hatted heroes on his later Royal Humane Society 
medal (288). This, with its contrast between the group on the raft centred round a 
distraught sailor in whose arms the cabin boy lies dying, and their eager rescuers, 
straining at the oars, ready to leap to their aid, is a masterpiece of Victorian 
sentiment. 

Towards the end of his life Wyon became increasingly obsessed with his ancient 
rivalry with Pistrucci. He wrote to Edward Hawkins, then Keeper of Coins and 
Medals at the British Museum: ‘I took the letter to Mr Gladstone he said that he 
perfectly agreed with every word I said and that he would as soon trust to a 
Maniac as Mr Hamilton [Pistrucci’s main defender] for any judicial character 
wherein I was concerned or Pistrucci — so far is right but there is great necessity for 
watching — there will be an attempt to do something for Pistrucci . . .. In what 
may have been an attempt to settle the question of their relative merits once and 
for all Wyon confronted his rival’s famous coin design (272) head on. For his 
medal of Prince Albert he produced a ‘George and the Dragon’ (289) which is 
both tighter in composition and more credible than the earlier work. 

With William Wyon’s death the great period of British medal-making moved 
towards its end. In his son, Leonard Charles (1826-91), and his cousins, Ben- 
jamin (1802-58), Alfred Benjamin (1837-84) and Joseph Shepard (1836-73), 
the family produced talented medallists who dominated the field until the end of 
the century. A series of interesting medals were commissioned by the Art Union of 
London, including Leonard Wyon’s portrait of his father (290). Leonard also 
engraved what must rate as the epitome of the high Victorian medal after a 
drawing by Daniel Maclise (292) showing Britannia surrounded by the good 
things of life (291). The portrait style evolved by William Wyon became, if 
anything, even more influential in the rest of Europe after his death. From 
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Figure A-~@ 


287 W. Wyon: 
Leucoth6e rescuing 
Ulysses, 1839, rev. 
288 W. Wyon: Royal 
Humane Society 
medal, rev. 
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272 Pistrucci: Wax model for 
George and the Dragon 


273b Pistrucci: George crowned 
before England, Scotland and 
Ireland, rev. of medal of 
George Iv, 1821 
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January 2, 1990 

7:30 PM, Meeting starts at @&:00 PM. 
WHERE . , Carnegie Group Offices, Five PPG Place, Fifth Ave. & Market St. 
PROGRAM: Gold thru the Ages, by Ted Shiff. 


ee rn ee ed ee tr ee re 


We had another good turn-out for the December 5th meeting with 15 mem- 
bers and two guests:attending. Guests: Charles "Skip" Cullieton and Ralph 
Ruggiero. Yours truly gave a slide presentation on "Elephants in Numismatics". 


There was nothing new to report by the Publicity, Publications and Mem- 
bership Committees. 


ANA Convention 
rs President Murdoch requested final comments regarding the ANA Convention 
‘in Pittsburgh. Wayne Homren advised the ANA has offered an individual life 
membership, (750. value), to WPNS without restrictions. We have agreed to 
sell it to the highest bidder; a committee was formed to investigate disposal. 
Chairman: Larry Korchnak, also Larry Dziubek and John Burns. 


Club Program at the Carnegie 
Wayne Homren mentioned his meeting with James Richardson, Curator of 
the Museum, Anthropology, regarding setting up a club program there. Mr. 
Richardson requested a : "spring meeting" and Wayne will work to set up a 
possible April or May date. 


. . Coin Identification Day 
President Murdoch suggested that we have another Coin Identification 
Day and a committee was formed to investigate. Chairman: Wayne Homren, also 
Larry Bassett, Larry Korchnsk And Chuck Erb. 


PAN-FPNS-WPNS Christmas Party 
The combined Christmas party was postponed from Dec. 15 to the 21. 
It was.well attended; Sam Deep provided an excellent program that included 
an auction of the Pittsburgh ANA Medal, nine die progression trials, ( suc- 
cessful bidder; Don Carlucci), an exchange of gifts, a quiz and a Christmas 
tree of coins to buy with proceeds going to The Salvation Army. There was 
plenty to eat and drink. ; 


Allegheny Project 
Wayne Homren investigated reprinting the book, A Century of Banking in 
Pittsburgh, (1803-1903), and found that the cost of reproduction would be 
prohibitive. John Burns mentioned the possibility of reproduction using a 
laser scanner. John and Wayne will investigate. 


Coin’ Shows . : 
west PennShow, Econolodge, Rt. 30.& Pa. Turnpike, Irwin, Pa. 
South Hills Show, Sheraton, Ft. Couch Road, Bethel Park, Pa. 
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Minutes-WPNS meeting, Jan. 2, 1990 


The meeting was called to order at 8:10 PM by Pres. Murdoch, ‘The 
minutes of the Dec. 5, meeting were read and approved. 


Treasurers report: John Burns - December balance $2790.1C. Treasurers 
report will be filed for audit. 
(Ted Shiff brought up the question of tax status of WPNS regarding 
income. Dick Gaetano will investigate). 


Roger Hershey presented a check to WPNS for $158.33; 1/3 share of the 


proceeds from the sale of the nine die progression trials at the PAN/PNS/WPNS 
christmas party. 


16 members and two guests were present; Guests: Michael Homzea anc 
Mary F. Geist. 


Committee reports: 
Publicity - Pat McBride: Nothing to report. 
Publications - Dick Buckley: Absent. 
Membership - Larry Dziubek: Through a miscommunication we neglected 
to put Jerry Veeck's name in the newsletter to be voted on. 
We will vote on his membership next month, Feb. 6. 


Wayne Homren reported on: 
Coin Identification Day - Possibly held in May; will report further at 
next meeting. 
Christmas party - Held Dec. 21, good time was had by all present. 
Pgh. banking book - John Burns is investigating; will report later. 


Armor read obituary on Richard Foley, amember for many years died recently 
at age 83; his name is still on roster. 


Life Membership offered by ANA: Larry Korchnak advised his committee's 
suggestion; Initial thrust - Publish the sale at a 20% discount to 
WPNS membership($600.00) in the newsletter; also request PAN & PNS do 
likewise in their newsletter. WPNS members should have first choice. 
Put Larry's Home & Work phone # in newsletter for contact. 


Larry Korchnak advised the following from the 1891 Club bulletin: 

(1 ANA history is now complete, done by Q. David Bowers, and the ANA 
would like examples of club logos. Eileen Kelly advised no progress 
on new letterhead. Larry suggested photographing WPNS medal to make 
the required logo. We will follow up on this at next meeting. 

(2) ANA timecapsule - ANA requests each club contribute something of inter- 

est to this. (It will be opened in 2091). 
This 1s in conjunction with the ANA centennial convention in Chicago 
in 1991. 
(3) The 1991 ANA convention will hold a "world series" of numismatics. 
(4) There will also be an art contest to design a centennial medal. 
ANA contacts: Charles Ricard & James Taylor. 


Membership: Larry Dziubek advised there is a legal means of voting on 
Jerry Veeck tonight; he read the appropriate section from the by-laws 
and it was agreed. A motion was taken to vote on the membership by 
Wayne Homren, seconded by John Burns (2/3 majority) .weeeee). 


Discussion followed and a favorable vote was taken on his membership. 


& The secretary will write to Mr. Veeck so advising him. 


Pat McBride again mentioned contacting your congressman re the upcoming 
vote on the repeal of the state sales tax on coins. He said a vote could 
be taken as early as this month. 


Weyne Homren passed around a letter from the ANA requesting suggestions on 
types of programs for the upcoming ANA seminar in Philadelphia itn June. 


Wayne Homren introduced Ted Shiff as the speaker who presented a program 
entitled: Gold thru the Ages. 


Exhibits: 

John Burns - Slabbed Bust Half Dollar, book on Orders & Decorations. 

Wayne Homren - Several books for sale. 

Ed Krivoniak - Isreeli coins, Liberian proofs, Roman coin, Peruvian 
Proclamation piece, etc. 

Rich Crosby - Enameled coins from England, Asia, Mexico, Spain, etc. 

Larry Korchnak - Books on French & Papal medals, three gold siege pieces; 

(S. Africa, Netherlands, Vienna), a necessity lead piece 
of Napoleon?, Italian siege piece. 

Larry Dziubek - The new PAT Pittsburgh incline token. 

Dick Gaetano - A framed piece of the outer skin of the Graf Zeppelin, 
Pittsburgh key chain (Palm Garden Park, Pittsburgh). 

Larry Bassett - Two Civil War tokens. 

Jerry Porter - Piece of sheet music & post card depicting elephants, 
given to him by Dick Gaetano. 

Armor Murdoch - PNS membership rosters from 1959, $10 bill from Monessen, 

Pa., 1795 U.S. Half Dollar, $2% Gold piece(Matte Proof). 

Pat McBride - Vial containing gold dust, 1880 coin cetalog, Byzantine 
Pilgrim token from AD628. 

Ted Shiff - Jan 197); National Geographic devoted to gold, various pieces 

of literature re gold. 


The meeting was adjourned at 10:5 P.M. 
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THE CARNEGIE: 
MUSEUM OF 
NATURAL HISTORY 


November 22, 1989 


Mr. Wayne K. Homren, Vice President 
Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
1810 Antietam Street 

Pittsburgh, PA 15206 


Dear Wayne, 


I would be glad to arrange something revolving around a 
meeting of the WPNS, but we will need considerable lead time to 
work out all of the details. Most of our staff is still wound up 
with the finishing of Egypt Hall which opens in February and 
that, coupled with the holidays when Deb and Joan will be absent, 
precludes a January viewing of a selection of objects. Why don’t 
we work toward a spring meeting so we can work out the 
particulars of when, where, and how. I am putting a purchase 
order in for payment for the medals. I really appreciate your 
obtaining them for us. Hope you have a good holiday season. 


Sincerely yours, 
~ 
eae 
James B. Richardson, III 
Curator, Section of Anthropology 


Museum Annex 


wun Boule 4° 


January 3, 


Mr. Jerry Veeck 


122 Greenbriar Drive 


Venetia, Pa., 15367 


Dear Jerry: 


At the Januery 2, 1990 regular meeting of the Western Pennsylvania 


Numismatic Society a favorable vote was taken on your membership. 


We all want to welcome you to the club and look forward to a contin- 


uinge fellowship in numismatics. 
p 


Enclosed are membership card and a copy of the by-laws. 


Sincerely: 


ate 


Gerald S. Porter, Secretary 


WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 


PITTSBURGH, PENNA. 


APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
© (Please Print) 
68 LE nn te 


I hereby apply for membership in the Western Pennsylvania 
Numismatic Society, and agree if elected to abide by the Society’s 
rules and by-laws. 


Nate. UGEry E.veeck 2 
Address___122 Greenbriar Drive 


ee I 2 SIS = Phone 941-6204 
steer Valls: : 
Business__High School __ PositionMuSic Educator 


Business Address_2113 Main St., Munhall, PA 15120 _ 


Age = . I have been interested in numismatics for_26 years, and my 


present field of interest is ancient to contemporary in all 


areas of numismatics. 


I am now a member of the following numismatic or other avocational organ- 


izations (Name in full) American Numismatic Association, 


South Hills Coin Club, Historical Society of 


Western Pennsylvania 


00. 


Thesum of $ 2. is attached, covering initiation fee and dues for 1985S 9 5 Sie 9 0 


DateOctober 3,1989 . 


ey Hh Uaeck 


FOR USE OF THE 
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 


As a member in good standing of the W. P.N. S., 
I endorse the above applicant for membership and 
enclose herewith a letter of recommendation. 


(Signature of Sponsor) 


WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
WoL OBER. 3,51 969 


TO THE MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY 


RE: APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP - JERRY R. 


MANY PEOPLE COLLECT COINS BUT FEW OF THESE CAN BE CONSIDERED 
NUMISMATISTS. MR. VEECK APPEARS TO FALL INTO THE LATTER AS BOTH 
A COLLECTOR AND STUDENT. 


WHEN THE OCCASION ARISES TO TASK HIM ON A NUMISMATIC QUESTION, 
HE NOT ONLY SEARCHES FOR AN ANSWER AMONG OTHER PEOPLE, BUT IS 
INTERSETED ENOUGH TO DO HIS OWN RESEARCH. 


HIS INTERESTS LIE BETWEEN ANCIENT AND MODERN COINS, TOKENS AND 
MEDALS WITH EMPHASIS ON TYPE COINS, HISTORICAL ITEMS, LITERATURE 
AND SPECIALTY ITEMS. AS AN EXAMPLE OF THE LATTER, HE HAS TRIED 
TO TELL A STORY OF MUSIC THRU COIN DENOMINATIONS. 


THE ADDITION OF MR, VEECK TO THIS. SOCIETY SHOULD PROVE TO BE 
OF MUTUAL BENEFIT. 


SINCERLY SUBMITTED, 


a ea A} 
i eS a : 
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THEODORE H. SHIFF I11— 


Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
Informational Questionaire for 
Consideration of New Members 


1. According to your application for membership you listed your area 
of expertise as numismatic face values as they relate to 
musical rhythmic .yalues,. 


Why do you like to collect this area of Numismatics? 
I am a musician and an educator who likes to motivate my 


students to study the mathematical relationship between 
musical notation and the face value of numismatics. 


Give an example of the type or title of a program that you would 
present at a W.P.N.S. meeting. 


"Some famous musicians who have been honored through 
numismatics." 


Do you plan to take an active part in attending of meetings, and 
work on any project or committee? Which? 


I intend to attend as many meetings as possible and 
work as it would benefit the Society. 


. Why are you motivated to join W.P.N.S.? What do you hope to get 
from, or give to your association? 


I want to join for the joy that increased knowledge 

will give me and the pleasure that I would have 
associating with people who have similar interests. 

I also hope that some of my learning will be of interest 
to the membership. 


5. What constructive comments could you make concerning the 
improving of the organization? 


I have none at this time. 


6. Prior to your final consideration as a candidate for membership 
in the W.P.N.S., is there anything that you wish to add that 
might enhance the prospect of your acceptance to the Society? 


I believe that I have the integrity, ethics and sense 
of educational purpose that are the characteristics 
of a person the W.P.N.S. would want to have in their 
membership. 
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Western Pounsyloania WESTERN 
PENNSYLVANIA 


Nuunismatic Society NUMISMATIC 
. ———_—_——— SOCIETY 


KE Saye SF 
Rinectcieneee ell 
JUNE 14. 1878 


DATE: Tuesday, Dec. 5, 1989 

TIME: 7:30 P.M., Meeting ‘starts at 8:00 P.M. 

WHERE: Carnegie Group Offices, Five PPG Place, Fifth Ave. & Market St. 
PROGRAM: Elephants in Numismatics, by Jerry Porter 


We had an excellent turn-out for the November Social Meeting at Tambel- 
lini's Restaurant. I want to thank Wayne Homren for taking excellent notes 
at the event as I was unable to attend. Ed Krivoniak did an excellent job 

. Of organizing the event. 


James E. King, Director, The Carnegie Museum of Natural History, spoke 
on "The Carnegie, Past, Present and Future". He expressed appreciation for 
our members'assistance in creating "a professional exhibit well-accepted by 
the public", in ‘conjunction with the ANA Convention. He told of one Large 

. Cent collector who liked the exhibit so much he wrote to the museum offering 

- to buy two of the coins for a substantial sum, noting that the removal of 
these pieces "would not affect the exhibit in any way". A visiting official 
of the San Diego museum liked the exhibit enough to propose borrowing it for 
a temporary exhibition at his museums' new Gem and Mineral gallery. Nego- 
tiations are still underway. Dr. King also expressed a desire to mount 
Similar (but smaller) exhibits in the future. Also our "Coin Identification 
Day" was a success and we may arrange to repeat that in the future as well. 


An exhibit award was presented to Pat McBride at the convention for 
Military Payment Certificates. 


PAN-PNS CHRISTMAS PARTY----- 


A Christmas party for PAN and PNS members, with WPNS members invited, 
will be held at Carnegie Group Offices, Five PPG Place, Third Ave. & Market 
St., at 7:30 P.M., Friday, Dec. 15. There will be an auction of the nine 
Die Progression Trials of the Pittsburgh Convention Medals. There will also 
be a $10.00 anonymous Numismatic grab bag, plus prizes and other activities. 
Everyone is requested to bring a covered dish. There should be plenty of fooc 
so eat a light dinner. 


Northway Coin Club Show, Holiday Inn, McKnight Rd., North Hills. 
West Penn Coin Club Show, Econo-Lodge, Rt. 30 & Pa. Turnpike, 
Irwin, Pa. ; 
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Please address your reply to person signing letter. 
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ELEPHANTS IN NUMISMATICS 


GERALD S. PORTER 
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AFRICAN ELEPHANT 
DESCRIPTION: Large in size, long-wide ears, swayed-back, agressive behavior. 


Pane 


“RANGE: Middle Africa. 


Elephant at Zoo, Buffalo, N.Y. 


ASIAN ELEPHANT 


DESCRIPTION: Small in size, short ears, humped-back, tractable behavior. 


RANGE: India, Ceylon and South-East Asia. 


(2) 


I would like to start the discussion by giving a brief history of the 
® elephant. The first known Proboscidean, "long-nosed", animal was the size 
of a pig and lived over forty million years ago. It probably evolved in 
sub-tropical Africa and in time spread to Eurasia an thence via land-bridge 
to all the continents except Antarctica and Australia. The evolution in- 
cludes the Mammoth and the Mastodon. Today only the Asian and the African 
elephant survive. 

The present day elephant is a formidable eating machine that consumes 
over two tons of herbage a week. It can live to be sixty years of age. It 
will average one cub every four years and the cub suckles for over a year. 

The sad fact is that the elephant is a rapidly declining species and today 
is considered endangered. The main reasons for this are poaching and declin- 
ing habitat due to population growth. 

In Africa in 1979 there were 1.3 million existing; today there are only 
about 700,000 left and at the present rate of decline theywill be virtually 
wiped out in the wild in ten years. (1) 

In Asia the prognosis for their survival is somewhat better due to 
effective policing and conservation efforts. (2) 

The average weight of the elephants tusks is 80 pounds; this amounts 
to over $8000. return in the world market. The ivory is used in art carv- 
ings, piano keys, billiard balls, etc. Today there are efforts being made 
to conserve the population by either banning or curtailing the use of ivory 
in these products. As a side-light, the one area where it is difficult to 
substitute for ivory is in the manufacture of piano keys; concert pianists 
complain that substitute keys are difficult to use due to perspiration. 

(1) National Geographic, Nov. 1980. 
(2) National Geographic, Aug. 1983. 


In numismatics the elephant has proven to be a popular topic from 
ancient to modern times. They are well represented on coins primarily from 
areas of the world where they exist; and on ancient Greek and Roman coins. 

Also they have proven to be a favorite topic on exonumia. Examples of 
tokens depicting elephants are, merchant or tradesman, advertising, political, 
good luck, plantation, vending machine, temple, countermarked and store cards. 

They are also represented on spielmarke counters, fantasies and on orders, 
decorations and medals; also on world currency. 


At this time I would like to mention that I am in the process of com- 
piling a list of elephants as depicted on coins and exonumia. This list is 
far from being complete. It is set up by type and/or variety. Thus far it 
includes almost 900 examples. As you can readily see it would be impossible 
for me to discuss each piece in this short presentation; thus I have selected 
a few pieces to show, and with the able assistance of Skip Culleiton who was 
kind enough to make the slides, I will proceed with a slide presentation. 

I would beg your indulgence in those areas where my knowledge of the sub- 
ject is wanting. 
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ANCIENT GREEK, - Seleukos II, 2h6-226BC, AE33, 28 gms, (SG-6902). 

This piece is from the Seleukid Kingdom; the obverse depicts Dionysus, 
the Greek god of wine; the reverse shows an elephant walking, left. I pur- 
chased this piece from Ted Shiff. It is the only representative piece that 
I have. (Greek Coins & their Values, Vol. II, Sear). 


ANCIENT ROMAN, - Septimius Severus, 193-211AD, AR16, Denarius, (S-1666). 

e obverse depicts the laureate head of the emperor; the reverse an 
elephant facing left, walking. Thus far I have been able to find 17 ancient 
Roman pieces depicting the subject. (Roman Coins & their Values, Sear). 


CEYLON, KINGDOM OF, - 29BC-297AD, AE35, 18 gms, (M-50Oh\). 

The obverse depicts elephant, left, swastica, hills. It is an example 
of ancient Asian coinage. Thus far I have found 13 pieces from this area 
and time for my list. (Ancient & Classical World, M. Mitchiner). 
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INDIA, MYSORE, Mughal Issues - AE(Dump), 1761-99AD. 

I have chosen two examples of the One Paisa depicting the elephant, 
right and left. There are five denominations, (1/8, 1/h, 1/2, 1 & 2 Paisas), 
of which there are 12) varieties/types listed in Krause. Additionally 
listed are ten varieties of anonymous issues (Kasus) and 12 varieties of 
the Mysore, Princely States (Cash). 


CEYLON, - 1801-1816 (Dump) coinage. 

There are three copper and three silver denominations in this series. 
The elephant faces left on all but a few rare types with elephant, right. _ 
Pridmore lists 96 varieties of these six denominations. | They basically 
refer to the number of lines under the T in St on the obverse and the num- 
ber of dots before and after Ceylon on the-—reverse. o0ve<se., 
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CEYLON, - 1802-1821 (Milled) coinage. (Sete Mir) 

These coins were struck in copper for circulation, gilt copper in proof, 
copper proof and silver. Ceylon was a Dutch colony from 1658-1796 when it 
was seized by the British who continued to use the Dutch Rixdollar and 
Stiver denominations thru 1821. 


THAILAND, - from 1860, Rama IV & V.(Fuangs, Salungs and Bahts). 

During this period coins were struck in tin, copper and silver. The 
obverse depicts an elephant, left within discus (Chang-Chakra in Thai). 
There are two reverse types; the first with crown centered and royal un- 
brellas on either side, the second with added rays and leaf scrolls. 


THAILAND, - 1887-1905, Rama V.(%, 1 and 2 Atts), Bronze. 

The obverse of this issue depicts a portrait of the king; the reverse 
shows an allegorical figure representing Siam, seated on a shield containing 
three partitions: Upper-Three headed elephant; Lower left-elephant, left; 
Lower right-two "Kris" or Malay daggers. 


THAILAND, - 1876-1902 & 1901-08, Rama V.(Fuangs, Salungs and Bahts), Silver. 
The obverse again depicts a portrait of the king; the reverse shows a 
three-headed elephant and an elephant, left, centered beneath crown. This 
@ within the arms of Siam. The 1901-08 series shows the date. 


THAILAND, - 1897, Rama V, (2%, 5, 10 and 20 Satangs), Copper-Nickel. 
These are one year types and the first Siamese coinage to show the 


Pepomipasipn: the obverse depicts the three-headed elephant. These coins 
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@ were recalled in 1908 for a new series of holed Satangs. 


THAILAND, - 1913-1929, Rama VI & VII, (%, %, and 1 Baht), Silver. 
There are two types; the first depicts a portrait of Rama VI on the 

obverse and a three-headed elephant on the reverse, the second shows obverse 
portrait of Rama VII and the reverse shows an elephant, left. The and * 
Baht in the Rama VII series provides an excellent portrayal of an elephant 
with trappings. 
Reference for Thailand coinage: (The Coins of Siam, LeMay). 


IVORY COAST, - 1966, Ten Francs, .925 Silver Proof. 

The elephant shown is on the reverse within wreath. This coin is in- 
teresting due to a recent article by Bob Reis, World Coin News, June 6, 1989 
wherein he depicts two types. 

Type #1, 2.9 mm thick, lettering farther from rim. 
Type #2, 3.5 mm thick, lettering closer to the rim and slightly larger. 


BELGIUM CONGO, = 193-9, (1,2,5 and 50 Francs), Brass and Silver. 

The Two Francs, 1943, six-sided, was struck at the U.S. mint during 
World War II. An interesting sidelight to this striking is that the U.S. 
mint mis-spelled the word Belgisch, (Belgish) on the coin. All these pieces 
show the elephant, left on the reverse. All are brass except the 50 Francs 
which was struck in .835 Silver. 


POS 2 ae Ho Pen e Pa -: . 
ET PTE CALLEN. SEN DLE SS EET RE DIP EL EIS REL IIT 


this is only a sampling of the many coins made with the elephant 


. ain 
oe Leesan saphiiiibanai svtenieliesinenmal Doh ik tetaeee,. et . ore adie = 
: @ theme. My current’ Ti'st Meludes"S22 -preces 5 types peer rrwmerw wrreroremmeatss oe 


EXONUMIA 


TRADESMAN TOKENS OF GREAT BRITAIN 


MIDDLESEX, - Farthing and Half Penny, Copper, Pidcock's James Exhibition. 
There are seven types of farthing and 15 of the half pence with the 
elephant obverse. These have to do with the animal depicted on the re- 
verse and edge varieties. I quote from Tradesmen's Tickets and Private 
Tokens, 1785-1819 by R. C. Bell, "J. Pidcock was the proprietor of the 
Exeter 'Change Menagerie and an importer of foreign animals...the tokens 
issued...were trade tickets advertising the menagerie and they were also 
used as small change". Examples of animals used on the reverse are: 
Rhino, Tiger, Nylghau, Antelope, Zebra, 2-headed Cow, Kangaroo, Monkey 
and Toucan. The 2-headed Cow; "This remarkable creature has 2 heads, 
4 horns, 4 eyes, 4 nostrils through each of which it breathes...it takes 
its sustenance with both mouths at the same time...". 


WARWICKSHIRE, COVENTRY, - 1792, Half Penny, Copper. 
The obverse depicts Lady Godiva on Horseback, the reverse shows 
elephant with castle, from the arms of the city of Coventry. There are 


eleven die and/or edge varieties of this date. 
Dalton and Hamer also lists 31 varieties of thedates 1793 to 1795.05 °774. 


According to Seaby the 1793 dates are counterfeits. 


- Half Penny, Copper, Kempson's series. 


WARWICKSHIRE, COVENTRY 
P. Kempson struck a series of half pennies depicting churches, 
hospitals and public buildings. The reverse of these pieces shows the 


Arms of Coventry which includes the elephant and castle within. Seaby 
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considers these tokens struck for collectors and doesnot list them. ae 


ADVERTISING TOKENS - I am sure that thereYmany of these world-wide 
but to date I have not researched them and I only have eleven pieces in 
my collection. The example shown here as follows: 
UNITED STATES, 1914, 31 mm, Aluminum and Brass. 
The obverse: A. W. Reeves, Market Gardener, 11500 Michigan Avenue, 
Chicago, Ill. The reverse: Elephant, right, 191, Originator of Red 
Elephant Rhubarb. 
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POLITICAL TOKENS, - Again there are many of these tokens and I only have 
n my collection. The examples shown here represent the two main U.S. 


political parties: 
- Hoover, 1936, Brass, 25 mm. The obverse reads HOOVER, LUCKY POCKET PIECE, 
with Elephant, left. The reverse reads GOOD FOR FOUR YEARS OF PROSPERITY. 
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- Roosevelt, Garner, 1936, Brass, 32 mm. The obvers€reads LUCKY HEADS YOU 
WIN COIN, with Roosevelt, Garner portrait. The reverse shows an elephant's 
rear view and reads TAILS YOU LOSE. 
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POLITICAL WATCH FOBS,- The one example that I own depicts the GOP 
ephant on a piece shaped like the State of Indiana. I have no knowledge 
of any others at this time. 
There are many Republican campaign pins with the elephant theme. I 
only have five in my collection. 


“"GOOD LUCK TOKENS, - “The piece shown is from the Chicago World's Faire 
1933, 32 mm, 11.5 gms, Copper. On the obverse it says, A CENTURY OF PRO- 
GRESS, 1933, CHICAGO. The reverse depicts various good luck symbols includ- 
ing the elephant; It reads GOOD LUCK, 1833-1933, WORLD"S FAIR. 
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SPIELMARKES, - There are many examples of this counter depicting ele- 
phants. TI am showing two pieces to illustrate: Obverse, Elephant, left. 
Usually the reverse reads spielmarke within wreath however the reverse of 
the coin shown here, from Costa Rica, has a large 1 centered with counter- 
stamp P. (Costa Rica Tokens, Schimmel). 


FANTASIES, - CEYLON, - 1936, Edward VIII, 37 mm. 

There were two series struck with the Ceylon elephant as follows: 
Geoffrey Hearn Series, 195, in Gilt Bronze, Silver and Gold. 
Richard Lobel Series in Cu.Ni.Zn., Silver and Gold, 198). 

These were all proofs except the Hearn restrike, (reduced Weight). 
(Unusual World Coins, C. R. Bruce II). 


VENDING MACHINE TOKENS, - INDIA, - One Anna, Copper-Nickel, 18 mm. 

e one illustrated depicts an elephant facing left on obverse, the 
reverse has the denomination centered and reads INDIA, BURMA, CEYLON, with 
J. H. Somerville below. This is the only example that I have and I do not 
have a reference. 


TEMPLE TOKENS, - Bullion Piece?, Silver, Type L, #3, 37.9 mm, 25.7 gms. 
verse; Goddess Laksmi standing on lotus pad, with four arms, two 
holding lotus blossoms. Elephant to right, two swans to left. Legend: 
SRI MAHA LAKSMI PRASANNA (Laksmi is happy). 
Boge _ Reverse: Legend: LAKSMI, LABH(profit), SHUBH(pure), SHRI RASTU(every- 
f thing is good) NR stands for National Refinery. 
7 q (Tenerce Towens oF Ind 14, ve F Arora) zr 


(6) 


ORDERS, DECORATIONS AND MEDALS, - Rifle Ass'n of Southern India Medal, 
Copper, U5 mm, 951 gms. 
Obverse: Elephant on stand, crossed rifles, PERSEVERE AND TRIUMPH. 
Reverse: RIFLE ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHERN INDIA within wreath, Angell and 
Browne. 
Reference: I understand that there is a reference for this medal written 
by Robert Puddester of Singapore however I cannot confirm this 
nor do I know the title. 


Below listed are other types for which I do not have examples to photograph. 


COUNTERMARKED COINS, - United States, Large Cent?, Brunk shows this piece 
in five varieties (32005-32025) It shows a countermarked elephant, left on 
what appears to be a low grade U.S. Large Cent. 


STORE CARD TOKENS, - United States, One Cent, Copper, Fuld 10F-1a. 
Obverse shows an elephant, left in boots, STRAIGHT'S ELEPHANTINE SHOE 
STORE. Reverse reads, REDEEMED AT MY SHOE STORE, 398 BROADWAY, ALBANY. 


PLANTATION TOKENS, - Ceylon, Pridmore advises that four companies issued 
tokens in the mid 1800's as follows: 
Ceylon Co. Ltd., P-17, 31 mm, Copper, 3 Types, Obverse: Elephant, left 
within circle. 
Keir, Dundas & Co., P=53, 26.7 mm, Brass, always holed at top. 
Reverse: Elephant, left. 
Scott & Co., A. & B., P-88, 29 mm, Brass, Reverse: Elephant, left. 
Miscellaneous, P-112, 27.5 mm, Copper, Obverse: Elephant, right, W. B. Co. 
left, D. Adcock above & below, Stamped Incuse. 


CURRENCY, - I have found fifteen issuing countries and 51 different exam- 
ples in Pick thus far. 


I feel sure that there are numerous other examples that I have not 
mentioned or that are not on my list. JI would take this occasion to sol- 
icit any help that I can get in my quest for a complete list. 

Thank you all for your attention. 


American Numismatic Association 


WORLD’S LARGEST ORGANIZATION FOR COLLECTORS OF COINS, TOKENS, MEDALS & PAPER MONEY 


October 31, 1989 


Mr. Larry Korchnak 

President 

Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
P.O, Box -1083 

MacArthur Station 

Aliquippa, PA 15001 


It's come to my attention that the Western Pennsylvania Numismatic 
Society has not yet been awarded a complimentary ANA life membership. 
This membership is a thank you for all the hard work Society members 
put in to make this past fall's ANA convention in Pittsburgh one of 
our most successful! Please thank every member of the Society for 
their hard work. 


This ANA life membership can be awarded at any time by your Society. 
Once it has been awarded, please have the new ANA life member send us 
his name and address. We will then send him a life membership card and 
certificate. 


Again, thank you again for all of your help in Pittsburgh and 
congratulations on receiving a Free ANA life membership. 


mee erely, | 


\ CU 
Robin Mathias 
Director of Membership 


cc: Ruthann Brettell, Director of Conventions 


818 North Cascade Avenue @ Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279 
(719) 632-2646 @ FAX: (719) 634-4085 


Wayne K. Homren, Vice President 
Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
1810 Antietam St. 

Pittsburgh, PA 15206 

September 11, 1989 


Dear Dr. King: 


It was a pleasure to meet with you again during the lovely reception for the Carnegie Coin Exhibit. Our 
group had a very enjoyable time at the museum. We hope the exhibit will give the general public an 
opportunity to learn about coins and coin collecting. 


| would also like to thank the Museum for inviting local collectors to Coin Identification Day. We had a 
very nice time meeting the public and helping them to learn about their coins. The quality of coins 
brought to us was much higher than expected, and we were delighted to help. 


The main purpose of this letter is to confirm your presentation at the WPNS Social Meeting on 
November 7, 1989. The meeting will be held at Tambellini’s Restaurant on Rt. 51 (near the Liberty 
Tunnels) in the South Hills. | will confirm the details by phone, but | expect the following schedule: 
cocktails at 6:30, dinner at 7:30, with your talk to follow. Dinner for yourself and a guest will be 
provided by the Society. 


Our Social Meeting is a gathering of members and their guests. | would expect about 40 people. | 
believe we agreed on a title of "The Carnegie, Past, Present, and Future", but feel free to focus on any 
related topic. It would be good to augment the talk with a few slides, but this is not essential. The talk 
should probably last around 20 minutes, with questions afterward. 


To avoid boring the non-collectors in the audience, we try to minimize the amount of talk on coins. But 
we would be very glad to spend a few minutes listening to your perspective on the recent Convention 
and Exhibit. As we discussed on the phone this summer, it would be an opportune time to announce 
the Museum’s willingness to allow our Society to meet at the Museum on occasion, and see some of 
the collections first hand. If possible, | would like to work with Jim Richardson and Deb Harding to 
plan a visit in January in conjunction with my planned talk on the Philadelphia Mint. (Perhaps Jim or 
Deb would like to join us for the Banquet.) 


Thank you once again for the opportunity to work with the Museum and its coin collection. | will look 
forward to your talk in November. Please contact me if you have any questions. 


Sincerely, 


OTan me iS. Me 


Wayne K. Homren 


Wayne K. Homren, Vice-President 
Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
1810 Antietam Street 

Pittsburgh, PA 15206 

(412) 642-6900 (office) 

(412) 361-2722 (home) 

October 10, 1989 


Bob Closson 
Closson Press 

1935 Sampson Drive 
Apollo, PA 15613 


Dear Bob: 


| spoke to you on the phone a few months ago; Marc Selvaggio of Schoyer’s Books referred me to 
you. Enclosed is a copy of Edward White, A Century of Banking in Pittsburgh, 1903. The Western 
Pennsylvania Numismatic Society is considering reprinting this book. We are looking at a number of 
options, and would like to know the relative costs. 


Please send estimates for reprinting costs, according to the alternatives listed below. If possible, 
please send examples of books similar to the type of reproduction and bindings you describe in your 
estimates. I'll return them after our club members examine them, about two months at most. 


e BINDING: The binding should be simulated leather, similar in color and appearance to the 
original. 
e COVER: Gold lettering, or with an embossed seal like the original. 


e PREFACE: The reprint would have a two-page preface, perhaps with an illustration of our 
letterhead. 


e SPINE: On the spine, in the same gold lettering, would be printed the name of the book. 


e CONTENTS: As is, or with a new appendix of approximately 5 pages of text and 15 
pages of photographs. The pages would not have to be printed in multiple colors. 


e RUN: 100 copies, including 10 deluxe editions, or 200 copies, including 15 deluxe 
editions. Please list costs separately for the deluxe editions. The deluxe edition would 
have a higher-grade binding, perhaps leather, and would have a more elaborate design, 
including the embossed seal of the City of Pittsburgh. 


Please feel free to call me if you have any questions. I'll look forward to hearing from you. 


Sincerely, 


[ | 
PS 5 a Eee 


\ 
Wayne K. Homren 
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